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AGA Chapter Meeting Minutes 
May 3, 2012  
 
Submitted by Mary Anne Queen, Secretary 
 
The Nashville Area Chapter held its May meeting at the Doubletree Hotel on Thursday, May 3, 
2012. 
 
President Shirley Henry called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone.  Joe Waldrum gave 
the invocation.   
 
Head Table 
Shirley introduced the individuals at the head table: Jack Henry, her Presidential Advisor and 
Sounding Board; Ray Register, Incoming President; Amy Czerwinski, Incoming President-Elect; 
Kay Ulmer, Incoming Treasurer; Leigh Anne Hagar, Incoming Two-Year Director; Karen Hale, 
Incoming Southeastern Regional Vice President; Joe Waldrum, Incoming Two-Year Director; 
Dennis Dycus, retiree to be honored; and Melvin Jones, Jr., Immediate Past President. 
 
Shirley called on those who brought guests to introduce them.  She also recognized two new 
members who were in attendance. 
 
Minutes 
Shirley asked if there were any corrections to the minutes for the April 5, 2012, chapter meeting, 
and since no corrections were noted, the minutes were considered to be approved as published on 
the website. 
 
Scholarships 
Jeff Hughes, Awards Committee Chair, announced the scholarship recipients.  Jennifer 
McMinnis (not present) was awarded the William R. Snodgrass Scholarship ($1,500), Matthew 
Startup (not present) was awarded the William R. Snodgrass Scholarship ($750), and Jacob 
Huffman received the Fawn Ellis Scholarship ($1,500). 
 
Awards 
On behalf of Tammy Fruscione, Community Service Chair, Shirley presented Community 
Service awards to Jeff Hughes and Scarlet Sneed.  
 
Due to the recent resignation of Ellen Dunkin, Early Careers Chair, Shirley presented the Early 
Career awards.  Joe Waldrum received the MVP award ($100) for earning the most points in the 
Member Activity Program and the Newsletter award ($50) for his article in the September 
Newsletter entitled “Reflections of an Early Career Member.”  Membership awards 
(reimbursement of their $45 dues) went to Doreen Zientar and Morgan Jumbi (not present), who 
both earned over 20 points in the Member Activity Program. 
 
Eugene Hampton and Valerie Oliver, Membership Co-Chairs, presented the Membership 
awards.  Angela McElrath-Prosser sponsored the most new members for the period December 
2011 through April 2012 and received the $100 award.  There was a drawing for a $50 award 
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from all of the others who sponsored new members during the same time period, and Regina 
Dobbins’ name was drawn.  
 
Shirley recognized Membership Milestones for the following members:  
Cynthia Gail Camp and Scarlet Sneed - 20 years 
Charles Richard Brown, Linda R. Howard, and Prabhakar Pallapothu - 25 years 
Debra Bloomingburg, Ed Burr, Sharal B. Huegele, and Paul Long - 30 years 
Doyce R. Bailey and Doyle J. Bailey - 50 years 
 
Shirley also announced that the AGA National Executive Committee had approved the following 
chapter members for Lifetime Membership (individuals who have remained paid members for at 
least 40 consecutive years): John C. Stanton, Jr., who joined December 23, 1959; Doyce R. 
Bailey, who joined January 1, 1960; and William E. Sisson, who joined June 1, 1966. 
 
Jeff Hughes presented the Member of the Year award to Angela McElrath-Prosser. 
 
Penny Austin, Newsletter Editor, presented two newsletter awards.  Joe Waldrum received $75, 
and Melvin Jones received $50. 
 
Jeff Hughes presented the Outstanding Achievement in Government Accountability Award to 
Jan Sylvis, Chief of Accounts in the Tennessee Department of Finance and Administration and a 
member of the Governmental Accounting Standards Board. 
 
Shirley recognized the retirees: Dennis Dycus (charter member, a past Chapter President, and 
recipient of the 2011-2012 National AGA William R. Snodgrass Distinguished Leadership 
Award), whom Shirley presented with an award in appreciation of his service to the chapter, and 
Chuck Richardson (chapter member since 1987; not present). 
 
Shirley presented Star Awards to Scarlet Sneed, for her great work as Co-Chair of the Meetings 
and Attendance Committee, and Dan Willis, for all his help as Website Committee Co-Chair.  
 
Shirley presented two President’s Awards: one to Penny Austin, Newsletter Editor, whom 
Shirley commended for the job she did this year in producing a timely and quality newsletter, 
and the other to Jerry Durham, Two-Year Director and CGFM Chair, whom Shirley said worked 
very hard to rejuvenate our CGFM initiative and to provide encouragement and training 
materials to all of those interested in pursuing the CGFM. 
 
PDC Drawing 
Jeff Hughes conducted the drawing for the PDC.  Melvin Jones’ name was drawn first, Scarlet 
Sneed’s name was drawn as first alternate, and David Lannom’s name was drawn as second 
alternate. 
 
Installation of 2012-2013 Officers and Directors 
The following officers and directors were installed: 
Ray Register – President 
Amy Czerwinski – President-elect 
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Rhonda Williams – Secretary 
Kay Ulmer – Treasurer 
Leigh Anne Hagar – Two-Year Director 
Jacqueline Laws – Two-Year Director 
Ron Queen – Two-Year Director 
Joe Waldrum – Two-Year Director 
Jennifer Whitsel – Two-Year Director 
Jerry Durham – One-Year Director 
David Lannom – One-Year Director 
Valerie Oliver – One-Year Director 
Scarlet Sneed – One-Year Director 
 
Shirley announced that Britt Wood would not be able to continue as a one-year director in 2012-
2013, and the Nominating Committee will be selecting a replacement for her. 
 
Passing of the Gavel 
Shirley reviewed the successes of the past year based on the three initiatives she discussed after 
being sworn in as Chapter President almost a year ago.  The chapter and its committees updated 
their strategic plans to be aligned with National’s revised strategic plan; the revised plans were 
posted to the chapter website in March.  The chapter’s citizen-centric report was produced by 
Karen Hale, our Accountability Outreach Coordinator.  The chapter particularly emphasized the 
CGFM certification during the past year by providing training materials and financial assistance 
to those planning to sit for the exams.  
 
Shirley said that she had a great experience as President and appreciated having the opportunity 
to serve the chapter in that capacity.  She offered sincere thanks to the members of her leadership 
team for their wonderful support.  She also thanked all of the members who supported the 
chapter through attendance at the monthly meetings, participation in chapter educational events, 
sponsorship of new members, participation in chapter community service events, and service on 
a committee.  She said that she looked forward to continuing with the Chapter Executive 
Committee in 2012-2013 as Immediate Past President, and she shared the following quote: 
 
“Too many people overvalue what they are not and undervalue what they are.” 

         Malcolm S. Forbes 
         American magazine publisher 
 
Shirley then passed the gavel to Ray Register who thanked Shirley for her service, leadership, 
encouragement, and counsel as he prepared for the upcoming year and presented her with a 
plaque.  Ray also shared some of his thoughts on what the AGA organization means to him.  
 
Door Prizes  
Two door prizes were awarded.  Gary Pope won the $25 door prize, and Rusty Lacy won a 
voucher for a free chapter meeting lunch. 
 
There being no further business, Ray declared the meeting adjourned. 


