
MINUTES 

AGA Chapter Executive Committee 

May 5, 2016 

 

Submitted by Donna Jewell, Chapter Secretary 

 

The chapter Executive Committee for the Nashville chapter met on Thursday, May 5, 2016, in 

the 16th floor Training Room of the James K. Polk State Office Building.   

 

Present:  Penny Austin, President; Angela McElrath-Prosser, President-Elect; Michelle Earhart, 

Past President; Katie Armstrong, Treasurer; Donna Jewell, Secretary; Gerry Boaz, 

Accountability Outreach Chair; Michael Winston, CGFM Chair; Karen Hale, Communication 

Chair; Emily Gray, Community Service Co-Chair; Pamela Marks, Community Service Co-Chair; 

Jennifer Whitsel, Corporate Sponsorship Chair; Alicia Reynolds, Early Careers Chair; Eddie 

D’Ovidio, Finance Co-Chair; John Dunne, Meetings Co-Chair; Charlotte Gentry, Membership 

Co-Chair; Bridget Carver, Membership Co-Chair; Debi Moss, Program Co-Chair;  and Nathan 

Abbott, Website Co-Chair  

 

Call to Order  
Penny called the meeting to order at 11:32 a.m.  

 

Minutes  
Penny asked if there were any changes to the minutes.   After corrections were discussed, 

Michelle moved that the amended minutes be approved.  Pamela seconded the motion.  The 

minutes were approved.  

 

Reports from Officers and Committees  

 

President  
Penny will discuss the agenda for Monday’s Awards Lunch later in the meeting. 

 

Past-President  
Michelle had nothing to report.  

 

President-Elect  
Angela reported on the current Chapter Recognition Points as follows: 

 

Chapter Recognition Section Points Maximum  Percentage 
Chapter Leadership, Planning & 

Participation 4,200              3,000  140% 

Education & Professional Development 9,575              4,000  239% 

Certification 4,325              4,000  108% 

Communications 6,275              3,000  209% 

Membership 8,175              4,000  204% 

Accountability 750              2,000  38% 

Community Service 5,800              2,000  290% 



Awards 1,400              1,000  140% 

Totals      40,500             23,000  176% 

 

Angela may still contact the various committees for any final point updates. 

 

Treasurer  
Katie presented the most recent financial statements.  At this point, all SEPDT activity has been 

posted; however, one payable is still pending.  It is from the GAO speaker who has given us his 

travel expenses; however, the amount due to GAO may differ slightly.  As a result, the payable is 

still outstanding at this time.   

 

Katie requested that final requests for payment should be turned in very soon.  As soon as the 

final checks are written/posted, she will send out final financial statements for the year.   

 

Penny reminded us that we will need to find a non-CPA to perform a review of the financial 

statements at some point.  Michelle mentioned that the person who did it last year might be 

willing to do the same again this year.  

 

Secretary  
Donna had nothing to report.  

 

Accountability Outreach 

Gerry gave a final report on the PDT .  By all accounts, it seems to have been a huge success.  

The chapter should be netting around $4,000 after sharing profits of $577 to three of the region’s 

chapters.   

 

Even though we have not seen final evaluations at this point, the comments received have been 

positive.   

 

Gerry also reported that one city (Barlett) was considering preparing a Citizen-Centric Report.  

Gerry hopes to meet again with CTAS and MTAS in the next few years to identify other 

municipalities that might be interested. 

 

Awards  

Penny reported that the two Snodgrass scholarship recipients have been selected and will be at 

the May luncheon.  Angele Latham and Wade Matney will receive their certificates at the 

luncheon.  No applications were received for the Fawn Ellis Scholarship.   

 

CGFM 

As noted in the monthly meeting minutes, two CGFMs received refunds on their renewal dues at 

the April luncheon.  There were no new CGFMs in March 2016 (latest information available on 

the national website). 

 

Penny stated that Nathan had received some new CGFM brochures at the Sectional Leadership 

Meeting (SLM) earlier this year.  Charlotte asked that some of them also be given to the 

Membership Chairs for the information table each month. 



 

Communication 
Karen asked that all articles, chapter points, committee news, speaker information and photo, etc. 

be submitted to her no later than May 16th.  All email submissions should have the word 

“Newsletter” as the subject line. 

 

Emily Gray will be the Spotlight member for May.   

 

Community Service 
Pamela reported that we have one more community service opportunity this year.  Melvin Jones 

will be organizing an end-of-school party for the Alex Green school.   

 

Corporate Sponsorship 

Jennifer did not have anything to report.   

 

Early Careers 

Alicia reported on the Early Careers Social.  She thanked Emily for offering up her house for the 

event and thanked those members of the CEC who were present.  She reported a good turnout 

and that they had fun.     

 

Education 

Neither Education chair was present; however, Penny reported that the next webinar will be on 

May 11th with Ethics as the topic.   

 

Finance 

Eddie D’Ovidio reported who would be collecting funds at Monday’s meeting. 

 

Nathan reported that National is dividing up the chapters to help each of them get their current 

IRS status correct.  This was discussed at the SLM.  We were one of the few chapters that has 

been identified as a 501(c)(6) there. 

 

Meetings and Attendance 

John reported that we currently have 68 members signed up for our meeting on Monday.  Our 

meeting is slated for Salon E of the Doubletree.  Sandwiches will be the menu.   

 

The April meeting had 89 attendees, including the speaker and three first-time guests.  The 

reservation was for 88. 

 

Membership 

Current membership as of 5/4/16: 395 counted members and 403 total members including 8 E-

members.  

 

There is currently a nine-way tie for the $100 recruitment prize.  

 

A drawing will be held to determine the winner of the $50 prize for renewing membership by 

3/31/16.  



 

Checks will be made for $45 to each member who has at least 30 points and renewed a Full 

Membership by 3/31. Any category other than Full Members are not eligible. Points are counted 

through April 30. An extension was given to those who reserved tickets for the Social by May 2. 

Penny stated that the current Points listing includes those who have made reservations for the 

social.  Penny also suggested that the members who had purchased tickets for the game could be 

considered eligible for the rebate without confirming attendance to the game.   

 

Nathan asked Charlotte and Bridget if they received emails when new members joined the 

chapter.  They did not.  Nathan had been told at the SLM that National should be sending emails 

to both the membership chairs and the chapter president when new members joined or when 

members transferred in to the chapter.  This may be something that next year’s co-chairs should 

ensure that they get. 

 

Program 

Debi reported on the planning for the Spring Social.  Currently, 19 members and 20 guests are 

signed up for the Sounds game.  At this point, they plan on distributing 15 “Baseball Bucks” 

(currency that can be used within the stadium) to each member in lieu of the buffet.  Debi will 

email those signed up with the specific details for the evening.   

 

Website 

Nathan reminded us to send website updates to him and Dan.   

 

He also updated us on what he learned at the SLM.  The new website should be up and running 

sometime between November and February.  Each chair will be his/her own webmaster.  Nathan 

or Dan will provide some type of training when the website goes live.      

 

Details for Next Chapter Meeting on May 9th 

 

 Invocation:     Melvin Jones  

 

 Collecting funds:  Eddie D’Ovidio 

Alexander Warns 

 

 Announcements:  none noted 

 

Order of Awards Luncheon 

 

 Penny will welcome everyone to the meeting. 

 Penny will ask for approval of the revised by-laws.  If no one else makes the motion to do 

so, Pamela will make the motion for the approval, with Debi seconding the motion.  We 

will need to have 50 members present for the vote to be official.  For this reason, we will 

have a sign-in sheet even though the meeting will not be for CPE purposes.  This will 

ensure that we have a voting quorum present at the meeting. 

 Karen will present the scholarships. 

 Penny will honor the retirees. 



 Pamela and Emily will award the Community Service awards. 

 Bridget and Charlotte will handle the membership awards and drawing. 

 Karen will award the prize for newsletter articles. 

 Penny will present the Member of the Year Award and the President’s Award. 

 Andrew Hawkins will conduct the drawing for the PDT trip (Penny will have removed 

those members’ names who are already attending the PDT. 

 Penny will install the new officers. 

 Penny will announce the chapter’s accomplishments this year and will pass the gavel to 

Angela. 

 Angela will award Penny her recognition plaque. 

 Angela will make any remarks of her choosing and will then announce the door prize 

winner. 

 

As this is our last CEC meeting for this program year, Penny thanked the CEC for their service.  

The budgets may have been cut when considered necessary; however, we anticipate ending the 

year with an increase to our net position. 

 

We briefly discussed the meeting options for next year (meeting in the Tennessee Room with 

catered lunches among other options). 

 

As there was no other business, Penny adjourned the meeting at 12:23. 

 

Next CEC meeting:  Next program year 


