
AGA Chapter Executive Committee Meeting Minutes 

October 31, 2011 
 

Submitted by Mary Anne Queen, Secretary 

 

The Chapter Executive Committee for the Nashville Chapter met on Monday, October 31, 2011, 

in the 15
th

 floor conference room of the James K. Polk Building. 

 

Attendees 

Chapter Executive Committee (CEC) members present: Shirley Henry, President; Ray Register, 

President-Elect; Melvin Jones, Jr., Immediate Past President; Mary Anne Queen, Secretary; 

Kayla Shewcraft, Treasurer; Keevia Battle, Cynthia Setters, Corey Tester, Rhonda Williams, 

Jerry Durham, David Lannom, Valerie Oliver, Scarlet Sneed, and Britt Wood.  

 

Committee members present: Penny Austin, Gerry Boaz, Ellen Dunkin, and Eugene Hampton.  

Tammy Fruscione was present via conference call. 

 

Call to Order 

Shirley Henry called the meeting to order at 11:22 a.m. 

 

Agenda 
Shirley had emailed the agenda to everyone earlier in the day and asked them to print out the 

agenda and bring it to the meeting with them.  She offered copies of the agenda at the meeting to 

anyone who did not have a copy. 

 

Minutes 

The Secretary had previously distributed the draft minutes for the October 3, 2011 CEC meeting, 

and she made the one change that Eugene Hampton had requested.  No one had any other 

corrections.  The revised minutes were considered approved.  

 

Strategic Plan Update 

Shirley reminded the CEC that she had discussed updating the chapter’s strategic plan at the 

CEC’s first meeting.  At that time, Shirley did not realize each committee had an individual 

strategic plan, but she discovered those when she reviewed the chapter website and realized the 

task was a little bigger than she originally thought.  She sent out the strategic plans for Awards, 

CGFM, Communications (Newsletter, Public Relations, and Website), Community Service, and 

Education on October 18 and asked for comments on the proposed changes by October 31.  She 

had not heard from most CEC members and reiterated her request for comments.  

 

Shirley said that she hoped to send out another group of strategic plans this week for review and 

comment.  She also said that once the individual strategic plans have been updated, the CEC will 

take a look at the chapter’s overall strategic plan. 

 

Gerry Boaz asked if the chapter update was the result of National’s update of their strategic plan, 

and Shirley responded yes and said that National updated their strategic plan in July. 

 



Thank You Card from Naples Paradise Chapter 

Shirley passed around a thank you card from the Naples Paradise Chapter, which was signed by 

Dan Tripaldi, Treasurer; Crystal Kinzel, President; and Suzanne Boothby, President-Elect.  The 

card read, “Thank you very much for your start up gift of $500.  Please express our sincere 

thanks to the rest of your Nashville Chapter.” 

 

Reports from Officers and Committees 

 

Officers 

 

Treasurer Kayla Shewcraft provided the Financial Report for the period September 15 – October 

30, 2011.  The report showed $4,358.20 in revenues and $6,665.84 in expenses for the period. 

 

Accountability Outreach 

Shirley said that Chair Karen Hale asked her to talk about adding a button to the chapter’s 

website for Accountability.  Shirley said that Karen had informed her that the chapter is getting 

more and more information about accountability outreach and cited a recent e-mail from Evie 

Barry at National with an article that she was asking us to post to the website.  

 

Gerry said there is a task force on the National level to provide additional guidance re 

accountability outreach.  

 

Shirley said that she thought Dan Willis and Nathan Abbott would need to respond on the 

feasibility of this request, but neither of them was at the meeting.  She thinks that it is probably a 

good idea since we now have an Accountability section that is part of the Chapter Recognition 

Program. 

  

Awards 

Chair Jeff Hughes had no report.  Shirley shared that the chapter has submitted a national award 

nomination for the William R. Snodgrass Distinguished Leadership Award.  Dennis Dycus, State 

of Tennessee, Comptroller’s Office, Director of Municipal Audit, is the chapter’s nominee.  

Shirley also reported that the deadline for nominations has been extended to November 18 and if 

anyone has someone they would like to nominate to let Shirley know.  

 

CGFM 

Chair Jerry Durham said that the November 3 luncheon speaker will speak on Personal and 

Professional Development.  Jerry said that he talked to Nathan Abbott and Dan Willis about 

having CGFM training classes recorded on CD.  Gerry Boaz suggested providing the training 

online.  Jerry also said that he will order four sets of the latest version of the CGFM study 

guides.  He asked for approval/input from the CEC regarding giving one set of guides to a 

prospective CGFM exam candidate.  He said that he would send out an e-mail asking for interest 

and will make an announcement at the November chapter meeting about the books and the exam 

subsidy. 

 

Community Service 



Chair Tammy Fruscione said that today was the last day for donations to A Kids Place and 

donations would be accepted online or by sending in a check.  Information about Making Strides 

for Breast Cancer donations would be disclosed in the chapter newsletter.  Tammy reported that 

donations were dropped off at Alex Green Elementary.  The Hats, Coats, and Gloves drive will 

start in November, and Scarlet Sneed will be heading up that project.  The Diabetes Walk will be 

in November, and information will be forthcoming.  In November and December, the chapter 

will participate in the Little Soldiers program and will accept donations for Second Harvest Food 

Bank.  Ray Register will be the contact for the Second Harvest Food Bank project.  Tammy said 

that she will make announcements at the November 3 chapter meeting. 

 

Corporate Sponsorship 

Chair Gerry Boaz said he sent an invoice to Oracle for the 2012 Winter Seminar sponsorship and 

that the chapter should receive the $5,000 sponsorship funds within 60 days.  He said that he will 

need to coordinate with the Education Committee and with Stephanie Dedmon and Jan Sylvis 

about what Edison topics they want discussed at the ½ day Oracle workshop.  Gerry said that 

J.D. Williams at Oracle indicated that Wayne Bobby of Oracle will probably be the speaker at 

the workshop.  

 

Early Careers 

Shirley said that she and Chair Ellen Dunklin are going to Western Kentucky University on 

Friday for High School Accounting Day, where Ellen is supposed to serve on a professional 

panel and Shirley is supposed to assist with a mini-audit exercise.  

 

Education   

Co-Chair Corey Tester discussed the details thus far regarding the Winter Seminar.  The 

committee met last week.  The Tennessee Room, which the chapter has used in the past, will not 

be available due to its being used for agency reorganizations.  Corey is looking at TSU and 

Nashville Tech.  Suggestions for alternate locations from members of the CEC included the 

Main Branch of the Nashville Public Library, the War Memorial Building Auditorium, Willis 

Conference Center, Lifeway, and Bellevue Mall.  Corey said that Joe Kroll may be willing to 

speak on leadership.  Melinda Parton had suggested a couple of speakers.  Corey asked for 

additional suggestions regarding speakers.  Jennifer Whitsel has put together a list of caterers, 

and the committee will ask for bids and will contract with the caterer offering the lowest cost. 

 

Corey reported that the speakers at the chapter’s Fall Breakfast Seminar were good, and the 

event went well except for a misunderstanding with the hotel about the cost of the event.    

 

Shirley said she had received two questions related to Education and shared the following: 

 

1. Why can’t payments for seminars be made via PayPal as they are for the monthly luncheon 

meetings?  Payments are only directed to Google. Corey responded that he would check with 

Dan Willis and respond to the CEC.  He thought that should be possible.  

 

2. What is the reasoning behind some members being given free admittance for the fall breakfast 

seminar?  Volunteering Education Committee members apparently did not pay the admission fee 

for the breakfast, and other volunteers raised questions about why they did not get to go for free.  



Corey stated that some of the committee members, including himself, did not really need the 

CPE and would probably not be allowed to participate if their agency had to pay for the Winter 

Seminar.  Scarlet Sneed asked for a policy to be developed to address this issue.  Shirley asked 

Corey to develop a policy/guidelines regarding the determination of who should receive free 

admittance for educational events.  Corey asked the CEC for feedback.  Eugene Hampton 

suggested the committee consider “scholarships” for those working an event.      

 

Finance  

Chair Keevia Battle said that the tax return is almost completed, and she will go over it with 

Shirley.  Shirley asked about the due date, and Keevia said the return is due November 15.   

 

Meetings and Attendance 

Co-Chair Scarlet Sneed said there are less than 60 registered right now.  The deadline is 

November 1 at 9:00.  She encouraged any CEC members who had not made a reservation to do 

so as soon as possible.  

 

Membership 

Co-Chair Eugene Hampton reported that there are six new members: 

 

Ms. Brittney S. Chappell, TN Department of Audit, no sponsor listed 

Mr. Andrew Furlong, TN Department of Audit, no sponsor listed 

Mrs. Felenceo M. Hill, CGFM, TN Department of Finance and Administration, no sponsor listed 

Ms. Carlette Jones, Nashville/Davidson County Metro Government, no sponsor listed 

Mr. Aaron J. Kistler, TN Department of Audit, sponsor is Jennifer K. Whitsel 

Mr. Herbert L. Majors, CPA, Nashville/Davidson County Metro Government, no sponsor listed  

 

Eugene reported that there are 16 new or returning members and that total chapter membership is 

342.  At the December chapter meeting, there will be a drawing for $100 for the chapter member 

who has recruited the most new members.  There will also be a drawing for $50 for members 

who have recruited at least one new member.  National AGA is promoting its Member-Get-A-

Member program, which was presented in the September and October newsletter. 

 

Newsletter 

Editor Penny Austin said Valerie Oliver has agreed to be spotlighted in the next chapter 

newsletter.  Penny needs a volunteer for the December newsletter.  Any items for the November 

newsletter are due to Penny by Friday, November 4, 2011. 

 

Program 

Co-Chair Britt Wood said that the President of the Community Foundation, Ellen Lehman, and 

Amy Faire of the Community Foundation will speak at the December meeting.  Britt announced 

that Hellens Tamimi has resigned as co-chair and that the committee is looking for another co-

chair.  Britt said that the January chapter meeting speaker may be Prentice Morgan, who would 

speak on internet security.  Britt suggested she may organize a networking event at Boscos in 

Franklin where there would be a pizza buffet and a game.  

 



The speaker for the November chapter meeting is Rebecca R. Hunter, Commissioner of the 

Department of Human Resources, who will speak on “The Importance of Personal and 

Professional Development.”  She will not have a Power Point presentation.  Her charity of choice 

is the American Diabetes Association.  Jerry Durham will introduce the speaker.   

 

Chapter Meeting 

The next chapter meeting is scheduled for Thursday, November 3.  

 

Ray Register will provide the invocation.  The Head Table will consist of Shirley Henry; 

Rebecca Hunter, Commissioner of Tennessee Department of Human Resources, speaker; Jerry 

Durham; Trish Pulley, HR Director of Strategic Learning Solutions and guest of the speaker; 

Lisa Spencer, Executive Assistant to the Commissioner and guest of Jerry Durham; and Cynthia 

Setters. 

 

Announcements at the chapter meeting will be made by Jerry Durham, Tammy Fruscione, 

Eugene Hampton, Scarlet Sneed and possibly Britt Wood and Corey Tester.  

 

Other Items for Discussion 

Shirley asked if there were other items that needed to be discussed.  There were none. 

 

Adjourn 

The next CEC meeting was scheduled for Monday, November 28, and the meeting was 

adjourned at 12:20.  Shirley wished everyone a nice Thanksgiving.  She adjourned with the 

following quote for the 2011-2012 Leadership Team:  

 

“Not everything that counts can be counted, and not everything that can be counted counts.” 

 

--Albert Einstein  

 


