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The Nashville Area Chapter held its November meeting for 2015-16 at the Double Tree Hotel on 

Monday, November 2, 2015.  

 

President Penny Austin called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone. Nathan Abbott gave 

the invocation.  

 

Penny announced that the minutes from the October luncheon are on the website and would be 

considered approved if no one had any changes.  

 

Penny introduced the individuals at the head table: CGFM Chair Michael Winston; Program Co-

Chair Debi Moss; Greg Adams, Speaker; Katrina Robertson and Rita Childs, Thistle Farms 

Representatives.  

 

Penny recognized the members who had brought guests to the luncheon and each member 

introduced their accompanying guests. She also recognized new members. 

 

Debi Moss introduced Greg Adams, the Chief Operations Officer for the State of Tennessee, as 

today’s speaker.  He delivered a presentation on “Efficient and Effective:  Managing State 

Government Toward Better Outcomes and Improved Service Delivery.”   

 

Penny then called for announcements from the various committees.  

 

Announcements  

CGFM 

Michael Winston, with Penny’s help, awarded CGFM Subsidies.  The winners were as follows: 

Subsidy for the cost of all three exams:  Veronica Coleman 

Subsidy for the cost of one exam:  Victor Nwanso 

Subsidy for the cost of one exam:  Anna Sparks 

Subsidy for the cost of one exam:  Arlene Hailey 

 

Michael also announced that the chapter has two new members who recently earned their CGFM 

certifications.  They are Regina Dobbins and Keith Isbell, both of State Audit. 

 

Community Service  

Penny introduced Katrina Robertson who gave a short presentation on Thistle Farms, one of the 

Community Service opportunities this month.  Thistle Farms helps women who are survivors of 

addiction, trafficking, violence and extreme poverty.  To support this cause, the Thistle Farms 

representatives run a cottage industry, making and selling bath and body products, among other 

items.  These items were available for purchase during the meeting. 

 



Scarlet Sneed also asked for donations for our annual Hat, Coat and Gloves Drive.  Items 

collected will benefit Samaritan Ministries. Donations of gently-used hats, coats, or gloves or 

new socks or underwear will be accepted in the following office locations:  Scarlet Sneed, 15th 

Floor, Polk Building; Angela McElrath-Prosser, Nashville Public Library; Pamela Marks, 

Howard Office Building; and Charlotte Gentry, 23rd Floor, Snodgrass Building.   

 

Membership  

Penny reminded the members that there is a $100 prize for the member who sponsors the most 

new members between May and December 2015.  Currently, there is an eight-way tie for first 

place.   

 

Education  

Rachelle Cabading announced that the next webinar will be November 4th on the OMB Uniform 

Guidance:  Impact on the Grant Community and members could sign up via the chapter’s 

website.  She also announced that 15 spots remained for the Fall Breakfast on November 17th.    

 

Regional Professional Development Training 

Gerry Boaz announced that the Nashville Chapter will be hosting the 2016 Regional Professional 

Development Training on March 29-30 at the Gaylord Opryland Resort and Convention Center.  

The theme will be “Envisioning the Opportunities” and will offer 16 hours of continuing 

professional education.  Volunteers are needed and should contact Gerry.  Additional 

information will be posted on the Southeast Region’s website.  A link will be added to the 

chapter’s website as well.  

 

 

Door Prize  
Chas Taplin won the $25 door prize.  

 

There was no further business and Penny declared the meeting adjourned. 


