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Fourth largest AGA chapter!  I 
imagine that some of you are 
surprised to learn that fact 
about the Nashville Chapter.  As 
of the December 2007 Growth, 
Acquisition and Retention 
report, we have 401 members. 
And I’ve already heard of a 
couple of guests from the 
February luncheon who are 
joining the chapter so soon we’ll 
be up to around 36 or more new 
members for the year.  Like I 
mentioned at the luncheon, 
National’s goal for us is 40.3 
members based on ending 
figures from the prior year.  I 
guess they don’t like to round!!! 
Nashville is 4th behind 
Washington D.C., Northern 
Virginia, and Central Ohio.   As 
you can imagine the D.C. and 
Northern Virginia chapters have 
numerous federal members. 
There are about 92 chapters 
worldwide.  Did you know 
there is a chapter in Japan and 
one in Guam?  And of course 
Hawaii!!  Who wouldn’t love to 
go to an AGA conference there! 
Don’t you wish we could ship 
everyone there for our annual 
“winter” seminar?? 
 
We have more members attend 
our chapter luncheons than 
about 40 chapters each have in 

total membership.  Not that size is 
necessarily a factor in how good a 
chapter is.  Participation is key to 
a successful chapter.   
 
Our fellow Tennessee chapters- 
Chattanooga and East TN have 
small numbers, but are active 
chapters.  The Chattanooga 
chapter is hosting this year’s 
Southeastern Regional 
Professional Development 
Conference March 27-28.  Please 
check out the info on this in the 
newsletter and on the website. 
CGFMs get a 5% discount!  The 
regional conference will be in 
Nashville in 2009 as Melinda 
Parton takes over as Regional Vice 
President.   
 
Who is with us in our 
Southeastern Region?  Atlanta, 
Central Kentucky, Charleston, 
Chattanooga, Columbia (S.C), 
East Tennessee, and Tallahassee 
make up the rest of the region. 
The newest chapter is Charleston 
which was officially chartered in 
2007.   I wanted to say a special 
hello to our members in Alabama. 
We adopted some members years 
ago when their chapter folded.  If 
you ever get a chance to come up 
we’d love to have you!   
 
I know you hear us encouraging 
you to recruit new members and  
maybe that gets old, but it’s a  
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President’s Message
By Ann Collett, CGFM, CPA

 
 

necessary part of keeping a chapter going.   
 
Each year we gain new members – some 
brand new to government, some newly out of 
college, and some who have decided after 
years of not doing it that they should join. 
Each year we lose some as people change 
jobs, or move on.  That’s why recruitment and 
retention is so important and why we try to 
make the chapter as good as we can make it. 
We’re not perfect and can’t always get done 
what we’d like to do.  That’s probably 
because we do a lot of things and we all have 
jobs too!  We want members to feel they 
benefit from our different events, speakers, 
and projects that we do.  I encourage those of 
you who sponsored new members to make a 
special effort to in effect mentor to the people 
you’ve recruited.  Remind them about making 
reservations for meetings and be sure they get 
there!  Show them the website, tell them 
about community service events and audio 
conferences.  Tell them about the CGFM – 
they might be eligible for a raise!!!  Make sure 
they get signed up on the new listserv.  Those 
of you who have sponsored 2 or more new 
members will notice on your dues renewal 
that your amount owed is reduced $5 for each 
one.   
 
What’s ahead?  A handful of us will be 
attending the National Leadership 
Conference in D.C. February 21-22 so I’ll 
report on that next month.  Be sure to join us 
March 6 for our luncheon where Nashville 
Mayor Karl Dean will be our speaker. March 
is also CGFM month.  And for those 100 of 
you who got tickets, I’ll see you March 4 at 
the Schermerhorn Symphony Center.  One of 
our annual community service events is 
working the phone banks at Channel 8 
(WNPT) on March 6.  Now that’s going to be 
a busy day!  We are in the beginning stages of 
planning an event for either sometime in May 
or June to commemorate our chapter’s 30th 
anniversary.  As soon as we know the date 
we’ll let you know. 

 
Remember your fellow Tennesseans and help 
out as you can in the relief effort as those 
affected by the tornadoes try to put their lives 
back together.   
 
If any members have any comments or 
suggestions on the luncheon meetings, or any 
other things about the chapter in general, I 
would be happy to hear them.  Email me at 
Ann.Collett@state.tn.us to give me your 
feedback. 
 
Ann   

 
              

 Chapter Recognition Points
              
 

Chapter Recognition Points 

Through January 10, 2008

Annual National 
Maximum  Points 

2007-2008 

Leadership       4,275 3,000 
Education       8,100 4,000 
Certification       8,750  4,000 
Communication       6,912  3,000 
Membership       2,425 3,000 
Early Careers       1,075   2,000 
Community Service       2,150 2,000 
Awards       2,600 1,000 
Total Points YTD     36,287 22,000 
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Karl Dean is the sixth mayor of the 
Metropolitan Government of Nashville and 
Davidson County. He was elected on Sept. 
11, 2007 in a runoff election, following a 
general election where he also received the 
most votes. Dean’s priorities as mayor are 
improving schools, making neighborhoods 
safer and bringing more and better jobs to 
Nashville.  

Dean first held public office when he was 
elected as Nashville’s Public Defender in 
1990, a post he was re-elected to in 1994 and 
1998. During that time Mayor Phil Bredesen 
chose him to serve on the Commission of 
Twelve, a specially formed crime 
prevention task force. 

Dean served as Metro Law Director from 
1999 to January 2007 under Mayor Bill 
Purcell, advising him on legal issues and 
bringing people together to solve problems. 
During his tenure as law director, Dean led 
the effort to revitalize neighborhoods by 
closing down over 30 massage parlors and 
other adult businesses that operated as 
houses of prostitution. 

Dean completed the program for Senior 
Executives in State and Local Government 
at the John F. Kennedy School of 
Government at Harvard in 1999. He has 
served as an Adjunct Professor of Law at 
Vanderbilt.  

Dean completed the program for Senior 
Executives in State and Local Government at 
the John F. Kennedy School of Government at 
Harvard in 1999. He has served as an Adjunct 
Professor of Law at Vanderbilt.  

March Luncheon Speaker   

Nashville Mayor Karl Dean 

Chapter Luncheons 

 

            

Dean was born in Sioux Falls, S.D. and was 
raised in Gardner, Massachusetts. He earned 
his undergraduate degree from Columbia 
University in New York City and then came 
to Vanderbilt Law School, where he received 
a J.D. in 1981. He worked in a Massachusetts 
law firm before moving permanently back to 
Nashville in 1983 and becoming an assistant 
public defender.  

Dean is married to Nashville native Anne 
Davis, whom he met in law school. Anne 
practiced civil and criminal litigation with 
Bass, Berry & Sims and Neal & Harwell. She 
has taught at Vanderbilt Law School for 
nearly two decades, including courses on 
white collar crime, trial advocacy and legal 
writing. They have three children: Rascoe, 
age 20; Frances, age 14; and Wallen, age 12. 

Dean has served on the boards of Greenways 
for Nashville, Leadership Nashville Alumni, 
the Oasis Center, the National Conference for 
Community and Justice, Reconciliation 
Ministries, and as President of the Board of 
United Cerebral Palsy of Middle Tennessee. 
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Committee News 

Nashville Chapter 2008-2009  
Leadership Nominations 
 
The Nominating Committee has selected 
chapter leadership nominees for the 2008-2009 
year. The members of the Nominating 
Committee included Kathy Anderson, 
Michelle Earhart, Hellens Kruszynski, Jennifer 
McClendon, and Melinda Parton.  
Chapter leadership nominees are as follows: 
 
Officers 
 
Melvin Jones, Jr. – President-elect 
Melissa Boaz – Treasurer 
Amy Czerwinski – Secretary 
 
Two-Year Directors 
 
Patricia Finney 
Rusty Lacy 
Jennifer Lewis 
Tommie Pendergrass 
Suzanne Sawyers 
 
Each of the nominees has indicated his or her 
willingness to serve. The Chapter Executive 
Committee unanimously accepted these 
nominations at its January 7 meeting. The 
nominees were announced at the January 10 
chapter luncheon.  
 
In accordance with the Chapter Bylaws, 
independent nominations for chapter 
leadership may be submitted to Kathy 
Anderson until March 15. A petition that 
contains at least 50 signatures of Nashville 
Chapter members and an indication of the 
candidate’s willingness to serve if elected 
must accompany all independent nominations. 
In the event there are additional nominations, 
an election will follow. If there are no other 
nominations, the nominees listed above will be 
certified without ballot.  

Nominating Committee 

 
 
Pictured from left to right are: Patricia Finney, 
Melvin Jones, Jr., Tommie Pendergrass, Melissa 
Boaz, Jennifer Lewis (front), Rusty Lacy, Suzanne 
Sawyers, and Amy Czerwinski. 

The AGA National Office is sponsoring an 
online member survey to learn their thoughts 
about current and future government financial 
management issues. AGA Corporate Partner 
Grant Thornton LLP is administering the 
survey. All responses are anonymous, and the 
results will be presented at the 2008 PDC in 
Atlanta. 

To encourage responses to the survey, AGA 
will give the chapter with the highest response 
rate a cash award of $300; second highest will 
receive $200 and third will receive $100. The 
award will be based on the number of 
responses received per chapter divided by the 
total registered membership of a chapter. 
Please be sure to enter your chapter’s name 
when you fill out the survey. 

Thanks for your help in promoting the survey. 
If you have any questions about AGA’s 
research initiatives, please contact AGA’s 
Director of Research Anna Miller. 

AGA 2008 Survey 

http://inquisite.gt.com/cgi-bin/qwebcorporate.cgi?idx=9TNK34
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Committee News 
Early Career 

Governmental Financial and Systems 
Career Fair 
 
For:  Accounting, Information 

Systems and Public 
Administration Students 

 

When: Thursday, April 3, 2008 
5:30 pm – 7:30 pm. 

 
Where: Nashville (TN) Public 

Library (Main Library) 
  615 Church Street 
 
Participating Agencies 
 
(Partial listing only -- see our website for a 
current listing of participating agencies.) 
 
 Defense Contract Auditing Agency 

 
 Tennessee Department of State Audit  

 
 Tennessee Department of Finance and 

Administration 
 
 Metro Nashville/Davidson County 

 
Register to attend at 
www.nashvilleaga.org 
 
FIVE $100.00 PRIZES FOR REGISTERED 
STUDENTS* 

*No more than one prize will be awarded 
per University represented.  Students must 
preregister by March 27, 2008. 
 
Contact Us 
(615) 253-6057 
Earlycareers@nashvilleaga.org 
 

The awards committee is seeking 
nominations for numerous national 
awards with a deadline of April 4, 2008. 
We need your help in recognizing the 
efforts and accomplishments of your peers! 
Nomination forms are available under 
"AGA's National Awards" section on 
national's website at 
http://www.agacgfm.org/membership/a
wards/.  Contact Teresa Kennedy 
(Teresa.Kennedy@state.tn.us) or Scarlet 
Sneed (Scarlet.Sneed@state.tn.us) for 
additional information. 
 
Also, national AGA is offering 
scholarships for high school graduates and 
college undergraduates/graduates.  The 
deadline for applications is March 31. 
Applications and additional information 
are available under the "Scholarships" 
section on national's website at the above 
address. 
 
Our local chapter offers two scholarships 
as follows: 
 
William R. Snodgrass Scholarship:  One 
$1,500 scholarship awarded to a Middle or 
West Tennessee, Southern Kentucky, or 
Northern Alabama college student with a 
business-related major such as accounting, 
economics, finance, information systems, 
management or marketing. 
 
Fawn W. Ellis Scholarship:  One $1,500 
scholarship awarded to an AGA Nashville 
area chapter member, member’s spouse, or 
member’s child or grandchild (any college 
or university and any major may apply). 
 
Details on the local chapter scholarships 
will be e-mailed to all members soon. 

Awards
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Committee News 

 
 
 
 

Audio Conference 
 
When:    Wednesday, March 26, 2008 
 
Time:     1:00 – 3:00 p.m. CST 
 
What:     "Emerging Issues at FASAB and 

GASB - The Landscape is 
Changing" 

 
Location: TBA 
 
AGA, in conjunction with the National 
Association of State Auditors, 
Comptrollers and Treasurers (NASACT) 
and the Association of Local 
Government Auditors (ALGA), is pleased 
to offer an audio conference addressing 
Emerging Issues at the Federal 
Accounting Standards Advisory Board 
(FASAB) and the Governmental 
Accounting Standards Board (GASB).  

This audio conference offers a unique 
opportunity to hear from two key officials 
of the Federal, State and local 
accounting standards board on evolving 
concepts that drive accounting 
standards.  

To discuss these issues are Wendy M. 
Payne, CPA, CGFM, Executive Director 
of FASAB, and David R. Bean, CPA, 
Director of Research and Technical 
Activities at GASB. 

Please join us for two hours of lively 
discussion about these important and 
timely topics. In addition to the speakers' 
presentations, there will be 20 minutes 
for Q & A so that the participants can ask 
the speakers questions and share their 
own experiences. 

Education 

The next AGA Luncheon is March 6!  Be 
sure to make plans to join us as we 
welcome the mayor of Nashville. It should 
be an exciting meeting that should not be 
missed. 
 
When:    March 6, 2008, at 11:30 a.m. 
 
Where:  The Nashville City Club, SunTrust 
    Bank Building, 20th floor, 201  
    Fourth Avenue North  
 
Speaker: Nashville Mayor, Karl Dean 
 
 
Reservations can be standing for the 
entire year or booked individually through 
our AGA website or by contacting Joe 
Kimery at 401-7847 or at 
Joe.Kimery@state.tn.us.  To cancel a 
reservation, call or e-mail Joe Kimery 
before the reservations deadline. 
 
Luncheons are $10.00 for members who 
make their reservations by the deadline (6 
pm Monday the week of the Thursday 
meeting). Members who make a 
reservation but do not attend or find a 
member or first time guest replacement 
will be responsible for the $10.00 fee. 
Luncheons are  $17.40 for nonmembers. 
  
First-time guests of attending members 
eat free. After a guest’s first visit, he or she 
will be charged our costs ($17.40). 
 
 

Meetings and Attendance
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Committee News 

CGFM 

Governor Bredesen has proclaimed March 
2008 as CGFM month.  A joint 
House/Senate resolution (when completed) 
will also proclaim March 2008 as CGFM 
month.  In addition, the 
Nashville/Davidson County Metro Council 
is also working on a resolution. 
 
As an AGA member, do you want to 
expand your professional opportunities and 
skill sets or distinguish yourself from others 
in this competitive work environment?  If 
you answered "yes," then the Certified 
Government Financial Manager 
(CGFM) is the certification to obtain.  AGA 
members, who believe they are on the high 
end of the profession or want to be on the 
"fast track" toward getting there, need a 
credential that shows they are qualified and 
have the skills to lead. The CGFM does this 
like no other credential. 
  
The CGFM Committee is excited to 
announce that the CGFM Exam 3 directed 
study sessions will begin on February 21, 
2008, and continues through April 24, 2008, 
from 12:00-1:00 in the 17th Floor Conference 
Room A of the James K. Polk Building. The 
dates are as follows: February 21 and 28; 
March 5, 13, 20, and 27; April 2, 10, 17, and 
24.  Our objective is to provide essential 
training for those individuals who plan to 
sit for the CGFM exams with the goal of 
becoming certified. After the completion of 
the Exam 3 directed study session, the 
CGFM committee will provide 8.0 hours of 
FREE CPE in a formal training class 
(Government Financial Management and 
Control) on May 22 in the JKP Bldg. 16th 
Floor Training Room. Depending on the  
 

amount of interest, the location may need 
to be moved; however, any change of 
venue will be conveyed to you in a 
timely manner. The training session will 
be based on AGA's Exam 3 study guide.  
This will provide an opportunity for the 
directed study session participants to 
reinforce what they learned during the 
directed study sessions leading up to the 
exam.  Spread the word to your non-
AGA member colleagues to get them 
involved in AGA and this great 
opportunity. Now is the perfect time to 
consider advancing your professional 
career.  Become certified today.  Learn 
more about the CGFM at 
http://www.agacgfm.org/cgfm/cgfmde
fault.aspx 
 
Also, as indicated several months ago, 
the CGFM Committee purchased two 
complete sets of CGFM Exam 1, 2, and 
Exam 3 Study guides developed by the 
National AGA office. These study guides 
are available for checkout after each 
training session on a first come first serve 
basis. However, we may give preference 
to individuals who have already 
registered to take the exams by 
September 2008 versus someone who is 
interested but has not yet registered. 
Although we have encouraged each 
participant to purchase his/her own 
study guides, the Committee guides can 
be checked out for a limited 45 day time 
period.  If you have any questions, please 
notify any of the Committee members: 
Ron Queen, co-chair; Gerry Boaz, co-
chair; Rebecca Barr; Mary Anne Queen; 
Bob Boydston; Karen Hale; and Tammy 
Fruscione. 
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Membership 

Committee News 

Earn Points for Money and Prizes 
 
Earn 20 points and be entered into a 
drawing for a chance to win a trip to 57th 
Annual Professional Development 
Conference & Exposition - Building on the 
Dream: Creating a Culture of Accountability, 
This year’s conference will be held July 27 – 
30, 2008, at the Atlanta Marriott Marquis. 
 
Earn 10 more points and the association 
will reimburse a new or renewing (non-
early career) member $45.00 of the 
upcoming year’s annual membership dues 
if and when the member: 
 

 earns 30 points throughout the 
association’s operating year (view 
point structure at 
http://www.nashvilleaga.org/Docu
ments/0708_point_structure.pdf), 
and 

 
 renews their membership by March 

31. 
 
Recruitment Incentives 
 
The Membership Committee would like to 
remind you of the incentives available for 
sponsoring new members: 
 

4. You earn 3 active member points per 
new member sponsored.  (These 
points are earned in a variety of 
ways; once you get 30 points you 
earn a $45 reimbursement for regular 
membership dues. See 
www.nashvilleaga.org/Documents/
0708_point_structure.pdf) 

The Nashville AGA Chapter would like 
to welcome the following new 
members: 
 
Jeffrey M. Robertson, Comptroller of the 
Treasury, State Audit 
Sponsor:  Clare Tucker, CGFM 
 
Gail C. Best, Board of Probation and 
Parole 
Sponsor:  Karen B. Hale, CGFM 

 

Ann Collett, Chapter President, and Britt 
Wood, Membership Co-chair, welcome Sharon 
Barnard to the February luncheon meeting as 
one of the Chapter’s new members.  

1. Once a month a goody bag is 
given to the member who 
sponsored the most new 
members the previous month.  

2. At year end, a drawing will be 
held for all sponsors of new 
members. Members are entered 
once for each new member 
sponsored.  The grand prize will 
be two one-day passes to 
Universal Studios in Orlando 
plus $100 cash.  A second prize 
of $100 cash will also be 
similarly awarded. 

3. Prizes are also available from  
 AGA National. 
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Committee News 
Membership 

MEMBER RENEWALS 
   
Members that renew their membership 
by the March 31, 2008 deadline will get a 
chance to enter into a drawing for  
$50.00 CASH!!!! 
 
The prize will be given away at the 
awards luncheon in May. 
 
You do not have to be present to win. 

PIZZA FOR PROSPECTS 
 
Host a pizza party at your workplace and 
share the benefits of being an AGA 
member with others.  The pizza is on us! 
See the rules of participation at 
www.nashvilleaga.org/Documents/Pizza_
for_Prospects.pdf.   
 
This offer is valid as long as funds are 
available, so act fast! 

Internet 

Please note the Nashville Chapter listserv 
has now moved to Google Groups. In order 
to keep from missing important 
announcements and news, you should join 
the Nashville AGA Google group. You can 
join the listserv by taking the following 
steps: 
 
1. Visit 
http://www.nashvilleaga.org/listserv.html  
- type your E-mail address in the Google 
Groups box and hit the Subscribe button.  
 
2. Watch your e-mail for a confirmation 
message from Google Groups. 
 
3. Click the link in the confirmation e-mail.  
 
***It is not necessary to create a gmail 
account in order to receive list messages.*** 
 
To post a message to the new list send an e-
mail to nashville-aga@googlegroups.com 
 
Contact Dan Willis  at 
daniel.willis@state.tn.us if you have any 
difficulty accessing the Google Group.   
 

              
 
Kayla Shewcraft, Jeff Hughes, and his wife, 
Jennifer, (pictured left to right) enjoy a fun 
game of darts at a recent Early Career Social 
event.  
 
 
Joint Early Career and New Member 
Social Coming in March 2008 
 
Be sure to watch for details on the 
upcoming Early Career and New 
Member Social event. The tentative 
date is set for March 13, 2008. Mark 
your calendars now, because you do 
not want to miss it! 

Early Career
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February 
 
We are currently accepting donations for 
the Brown Dog Foundation.  Lists of 
supplies needed were on the tables at the 
February luncheon.  Monetary donations 
will be accepted to.  To learn more about 
the foundation visit 
http://www.browndogfoundation.org/.  
Kristy Carroll will be accepting the 
donations for this project.  Please contact 
her at Kristy.D.Carroll@state.tn.us or 401-
7897.  Members can earn a maximum of one 
point for making a donation. 
 
March 
 
We are currently seeking phone bank 
volunteers to answer the phones during 
NPT’s membership drive.  Our scheduled 
date is Thursday, March 6, from 5PM-
10PM.  Please contact Julie Rogers 
(Julie.A.Rogers@state.tn.us or 747-5216) for 
volunteer information.  You can also visit 
NPT’s website at http://www.wnpt.net/ 
for more information about Nashville 
Public Television.  Members can earn a 
maximum of one point for working the 
phone bank. Members can also earn a point 
for making a monetary donation to NPT; so, 
a total of two points can be earned. 
 
April 
 
We are currently seeking volunteers for the 
Country Music Marathon.  The Marathon is  

Community Service 

Saturday, April 26.  There are several 
opportunities for volunteering during the 
few days before the race, as well as, during 
the race.  Please contact Jennifer 
McClendon for volunteer opportunities. 
She can be reached at 
Jennifer.McClendon@state.tn.us or 401-
7897.  To learn more about the marathon, 
visit 
http://www.cmmarathon.com/home.html.  
Members earn a maximum of one point for 
volunteering. 
 
February-April 
 
We have one AGA sponsored location for 
VITA.  The site is being run by Tammy 
Thompson and is located in Columbia.  If 
anyone is interested in helping Tammy, 
please contact here at 
Tammy.Thompson@state.tn.us or 747-5219. 
Members earn one point for each shift 
worked. 
 
As you can see, there are many 
opportunities to serve the community and 
help your AGA chapter.  If you haven’t 
participated in any community service 
project this year, now is the time.  Come out 
and meet other AGA members while 
helping the community.  Please feel free to 
contact Jennifer Lewis 
(Jennifer.Lewis@state.tn.us) or Beth Pugh 
(BPugh@thda.org) with any Community 
Service questions or comments. 

Committee News 
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participates in many community service 
projects with Hands on Nashville and is 
very active with the Nashville 
Metropolitan Alumnae Chapter of Delta 
Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.  

CEC Member Profile 
 
Suzanne Sawyers 
Meetings and Attendance Co‐Chair 

Suzanne Sawyers has been a member of AGA 
since August 2005. She currently serves as the 
Co-Chair for the Meetings and Attendance 
committee.  Suzanne joined AGA shortly 
after she started working for the Department 
of State Audit as a Legislative Performance 
Auditor for the Comptroller of the Treasury. 
Her general responsibilities consist of 
auditing the departments and agencies 
funded by the State of Tennessee to 
determine their efficiency and effectiveness. 
She has been with the Department of State 
Audit for three years.    
 
Suzanne is a very busy individual. During 
her spare time, she enjoys planning and 
coordinating weddings and events; 
scrapbooking; traveling; and spending time  
with her family and friends. Suzanne also 

The Southeastern Regional Professional 
Development Conference will be held 
March 27 - 28 at the Chattanooga 
Marriott and Convention Center. Sixteen 
hours of continuing education will be 
available at the conference. Registration 
materials are available at 
http://agaservp.tripod.com or from 
Mindy Stooksbury.  
 
Early registration ends on March 5. Hotel 
Reservations can be made at the Marriott 
at the Convention Center in 
Chattanooga. CGFMs receive a 5% 
discount toward registration. 
 
Concurrent sessions will be held for a 
full day each day. On Thursday 

evening, a social event is being held on 
the Southern Belle riverboat with a 
private cruise and dinner. Sessions will 
begin at 8:00 a.m. daily. The schedule is 
as follows. 
 
Thursday, March 27th 
Concurrent Sessions—All Day 
(1) GASB—David Bean 
(2) Single Audits (A-133) - Sefton  
 Boyars 
 
Friday, March 28th 
Concurrent Sessions—All Day 
(1) Financial Leadership—Dr. Janet  
 Kelly 
(2) Internal Controls and 

 Understanding A-123 - Dave  
 Hancox 

Southeastern Regional PDC 
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News from National 

AGA  Community  Service, 
Leadership  and  Music:    2008  New 
Orleans Habitat for Humanity Trip 
 

By Jeffrey S. Hart, CGFM, CFE, Immediate 
Past AGA National President  

What  do  these  three  things  have to  do 
with each other-- Community Service, 
Leadership, and Music?  Well, three exciting 
things are going on in New Orleans 
between April 25th and May 4th.  First, I 
will be leading a group of AGA members, 
family, and friends on our second national 
community service project in New 
Orleans April 28-May 2. Second, AGA 
Sectional Leadership Meeting (SLM) for 
selected AGA chapter and other leaders 
will be held May 2-3.  And third, the New 
Orleans Jazz Festival is being held the 
weekend before and after our community 
service project (actually, for 3 days before 
our work project, and for 4 days at the 
end).  So, you have a few reasons to come 
to New Orleans that week! 

Regarding our community service project, 
what are we going to do exactly? Last 
year we did everything from installing 
floor joists, siding, sofits and fascia 
(exterior trim), interior molding, kitchen 
and bath cabinets, doors and door 
hardware, and address numbers. We 
painted and scraped. Two volunteers 
spent a day playing with and reading to 
elementary school students whose parents 
are stressed and overworked as they 
recover from Katrina.  For me, it was of 
the best vacations I have ever had. It was 
so uplifting to be working with my own 
hands, alongside like-minded people, 
knowing that we were making a 
difference with every hour we spent there. 

 

  

Charles Harrison, CPA, CGFM                          - 
Past National President 

 

We also had plenty of time to go to a 
ballgame, check out the casino, and visit 
some of the best restaurants and music 
haunts in the city fabled for its food and 
music. 

In the end, nine people volunteered from 
around the country last year including 
Past National President Charles Harrison, 
CGFM, and his lovely wife Janice from 
Nashville; Raul Fierros of San Bernadino, 
CA; Regional Vice President Karl 
Boettcher, CGFM, Delores Kendrick-
Foster, and Mack Foster, CGFM, all of 
Washington, D.C.; Randall Mahaffey of 
Dallas, TX; and George Zepernick and 
myself of Denver.   

Members of the New Orleans chapter also 
joined us at the work site including Past 
National President Clyde McShan, CGFM, 
Regional Vice President Peggy Javery, 
CGFM, Pam Lincoln, CGFM, Knica Lloyd, 
Faye Martin, Gary Millet, CGFM, Lila 
Thompson and Marcie Tureaud. Other 
volunteers from the USDA National 
Finance Center included Deidre Charlot 
and Lisa Stafford. 
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Delores said, in an article she wrote 
about the experience, that, “Not only 
were the residents of New Orleans 
grateful, but some of our AGA 
volunteers shared why they chose to 
answer the call for help.  Mack shared 
that he came because of a sense of 
service, Delores came because she 
wanted to give back, and Charles said 
that ‘as his life is blessed, he wants to 
bless others’.”  AGA volunteer Raul 
Fierros of our chapter near San 
Bernadino, CA, also made a beautiful 
video of our experience last year, and a 
truly inspirational account of why AGA 
members came, and what they got out of 
the experience.  If you’d like a copy of 
Raul’s wonderful DVD, please contact 
him at rfierros@dph.sbcounty.gov. 

 
As last year, anyone can volunteer for 
any period of time. or for any kind of 
task (e.g., construction or administrative 
tasks) they are able to, and everyone is 
responsible for their own 
accommodations and expenses. 

Here’s the schedule: 

April 25-27:  New Orleans Jazz Festival 
 
April 28:  AGA volunteers may work in St.  
       Bernard Parish (suburban NO) 
 
April 29-May 2:  AGA volunteers may  
     work in New Orleans for Habitat  
      for Humanity (probably in  
        Musicians' Village in the upper  
      9th Ward again) 
 
May 2 & 3: Select AGA volunteer leaders  
         attend SLM in New Orleans (by  
         invitation only) 
 
May 2-4:  New Orleans Jazz Festival 
 
The first New Orleans Jazz & Heritage 
Festival was held in April 1970.  Over the 
years, Jazz Fest has received many honors, 
including being named the Festival of the 
Year four times by Pollstar magazine. 
The 2008 event marks the 39th anniversary 
of Jazz Fest, which the Wall Street Journal 
says “showcases a wider, deeper lineup of 
essential American musical styles than any 
festival in the nation…” and which Life 
magazine has called “the country’s very 
best music festival.’’ 

The artists performing this year include 
The Neville Brothers, Stevie Wonder, Billy 
Joel, Jimmy Buffett, Tim McGraw, Santana, 
Maze feat. Frankie Beverly, Sheryl Crow, 
Widespread Panic, Dr. John, Al Green, 
Diana Krall, Keyshia Cole, Robert Plant 
and Alison Krauss, The Raconteurs, Irma 
Thomas and many more. 

Find all the other details including travel 
discounts, ticket prices, performing 
schedules, and anything else you’d want 
to know at http://www.nojazzfest.com/ 
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Thanks to Julie Cupp, the Embassy Suites 
New Orleans Convention Center 
(downtown, where the SLM will be held 
for selected AGA leaders) was able to 
block 10 rooms each night Sun.-Wed. at 
the rate of $79.  This is a great rate--
almost 50% off the government rate, 
thanks to AGA’s “mission” as the hotel 
refers to it.   
 
A few notes about the rooms: 
  

1. Rate of $79 per night, plus tax is 
available Sunday, 4/27 through 
Wednesday, 4/30. 

2. Room tax is 13%, plus a $2.00 
occupancy tax. 

3. Currently the hotel is holding 10 
rooms per night to be released 30 
days prior to arrival. 

4. If AGA fills this 10 room per night 
block, additional rooms can be 
added at the $79 rate based on 
hotel availability. 

5. These rooms are not included in 
the required room pick up for the 
SLM taking place at the same hotel 
Friday, 5/2 through Saturday, 5/3. 
We have sleeping rooms at the 
government rate reserved for 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
nights, but they are being held 
separately. 

 

 

 
Please contact Julie at 
jcupp@agacgfm.org with specific hotel 
questions.  Volunteers may also stay at 
Habitat's new and improved "Camp 
Hope" dormitory for next to nothing, or 
possibly in student dorms at the 
University of New Orleans with semi-
private accommodations at a slightly 
higher price (more information will be 
provided at a later date). 
 
I'm looking forward to being with you 
all again this coming year!  I hope you 
can make it, and bring some other 
friends and family along with you 

I hope you will pencil in these dates on 
your calendar and join us for all the 
fun!   
 
Soon to be published in Government 
Financial Management, TOPICS and 
reprinted with permission from Marie 
Force, National Director of 
Communications and Editor, Journal of 
Government Financial Management. 
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February Chapter Luncheon 
 
The  February  Chapter  Luncheon  was 
held  on  February  7,  2008,  at  the  City 
Club.     To  read  the draft minutes  from 
the Chapter Luncheon and see the photo 
gallery, please visit  the chapter website. 
Members  will  have  an  opportunity  to 
approve  the  minutes  at  the  March  6 
Luncheon meeting. 
   
Minutes 
http://www.nashvilleaga.org/monthly_
meetings.htm 
 
Photo Gallery 
http://www.nashvilleaga.org/photo_gall
ery.htm 
 
 

 
                

 
 
John Robinson, CPA, spoke at the February 
Luncheon meeting on the Rotary Dial to the iPhone. 
Pictured left to right are: Robbie Hunter, Program 
Co-chair; John Robinson, AT&T; Ann Collett, 
Chapter President; and Hellens Kruszynski, 
Program Co-chair.     
 
 

Meeting Minutes 

   

 
 
The Nashville Chapter AGA held a joint meeting 
with the Institute of Internal Auditors (IIA) on 
February 7. Pictured left to right are: Damon 
Work, IIA President; Perry Moore, IIA Treasurer; 
Cindy Walker, IIA Program Chair and District 
representative; and Ann Collett, AGA Chapter 
President. 

Chapter Executive  
Committee Meeting 
 
The Chapter Executive Committee 
met on February 4, 2008, in the 14th 
floor conference room of the 
Tennessee Tower.  To read the 
approved minutes from the January 
7, 2008 Chapter Executive 
Committee meeting, please visit the 
chapter website.   
 
Minutes 
http://www.nashvilleaga.org/ 
monthly_meetings.htm 
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Nashville Chapter 
 

2007-2008 Leadership 

One-year Directors 
 
Nathan Abbott, CISA, CFE 
Education Co-Chair, 
Webmaster Co-Chair  
(615) 401-7842 
Nathan.Abbott@state.tn.us 
 
Robbie Hunter, CGFM, CPA 
Program Co-Chair  
(615) 741-6537 
Robbie.Hunter@state.tn.us 
 
Hellens Kruszynski, CPA, CFE 
Program Co-Chair  
(615) 401-7909 
Hellens.Kruszynski@state.tn.us 
 
 
Visit the Nashville Chapter 
website at: 
www.nashvilleaga.org 

Donna Jewell, CPA, CFE 
Education Co‐Chair  
(615) 747‐5276 
Donna.Jewell@state.tn.us 
 
Ron Queen, CGFM, CPA 
CGFM Co‐Chair  
(615) 401‐7862 
Ron.Queen@state.tn.us 
 
Britt Wood, CGFM, CPA, CFE 
Membership Co‐Chair  
(615) 253‐2018 
Britt.Wood@state.tn.us 
 
Dan Willis, CPA, CISA, CGFM 
Webmaster Co‐Chair  
(615) 747‐5247 
Daniel.Willis@state.tn.us 
 
Suzanne Sawyers, CFE  
Meetings and Attendance Co‐Chair 
(615) 401‐7948 
Suzanne.Sawyers@state.tn.us 
 
Jennifer Lewis, CFE 
Community Service Co‐Chair  
(615) 253‐6400 
Jennifer.Lewis@state.tn.us  
  
Karen Hale, CGFM 
Public Relations 
     and Newsletter Editor 
(615) 401‐7742 
Karen.B.Hale@state.tn.us 
 
Scarlet Sneed, CPA, CGFM, CFE 
Awards Co‐Chair 
(615) 747‐5243 
Scarlet.Sneed@state.tn.us 
 
Robyn Probus, CPA, CGFM, CFE 
Early Careers Co‐Chair 
(615) 401‐7960 
Robyn.Probus@state.tn.us 
 

Two-year Directors 
 
Ed Burr, CPA, CGFM 
Membership Co-Chair  
(615) 747-5275 
Ed.Burr@state.tn.us 
 
Michelle Earhart, CPA 
Early Careers Co-Chair  
(615) 253-6057 
Michelle.Earhart@state.tn.us  
 
Teresa Kennedy, CPA 
Awards Co-Chair  
(615) 747-5260 
Teresa.Kennedy@state.tn.us 
 
Joe F. Kimery, CPA, CGFM, CFE 
Meetings and Attendance  
Co-Chair  
(615) 401-7841 
Joe.Kimery@state.tn.us 
  

Beth Pugh 
Community Service Co-Chair  
(615) 532-8770 
bpugh@thda.org 
 

Committee Chairs and Co‐Chairs 
 
Nichole Curtiss, CFE, CGFM 
Education Co‐Chair  
(615) 401‐7947 
Nichole.Curtiss@state.tn.us 
 
 

Officers 
 
President 
Ann Collett, CGFM, CPA 
(615) 253-2159 
Ann.Collett@state.tn.us 
 
President-elect 
Kathy Anderson, CGFM, CPA 
(615) 747-5241 
Kathy.Anderson@state.tn.us 
 
Immediate Past President, 
CGFM Co-Chair   
Gerry Boaz, CGFM, CPA 
(615) 747-5262 
Gerry.Boaz@state.tn.us 
 
Secretary  
Jennifer McClendon, CGFM  
(615) 401-7950 
Jennifer.McClendon@state.tn.us 
 
Treasurer 
Terry Mason 
(615) 741‐9740 
Terry.Mason@state.tn.us 

Angela McElrath-Prosser 
Finance Co-Chair 
(615) 862-6189  
Angela.Mcelrath@nashville.gov 
 
Mary Anne Queen, CGFM, CFE 
Finance Co-Chair 
(615) 401-7756 
Mary.Anne.Queen@state.tn.us 


