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March already, it’s hard to 
believe.  Not to say that things 
are winding down for the year, 
but there are a couple of last 
things and some deadlines 
approaching.  March is CGFM 
month.  Please read the CGFM 
information in the newsletter to 
find out more about that.

April 3 will be our last regular 
luncheon for the year.  Your last 
chance to bring that co-worker 
to a meeting this year you’ve 
been meaning to ask to come 
with you.  Join us as we try 
something different!!!  At the 
March luncheon we announced 
that we’re going to do a “mixer” 
where we give you random table 
number assignments.  That way 
you’ll get to meet people you 
may not know yet, or who you 
get to talk to only on occasion.  
We get around 30-40 or so new 
members a year, so you know 
there have got to be people you 
haven’t met yet.  We’re all in the 
government accountability 
profession so shouldn’t you 
want to get to interact with 
people from different offices and 
areas of responsibility?  I’m 
looking forward to it!  I can’t wait 
to see who sits at my table!!!  
Don’t worry, if you’re bringing a 
guest you will be seated 
together.

April 30 marks the end of our 
chapter membership and 
recognition year.  That means 

you have the rest of March and all 
of April to recruit new members, 
write a newsletter article, and do 
any of the rest of the things on the 
list in the point structure to earn 
points toward the PDC drawing, 
qualify for various awards, reach 
the points needed for the member 
incentive.  May 1 will start the 
next year and points will start over 
again then.  Our chapter 
recognition points will be all in by 
then.  Our president-elect each 
year, this year Kathy Anderson, 
has been keeping those and we 
get points for all the different 
things we do to be a well rounded 
chapter.  That is what National 
uses to recognize chapters for 
different achievement levels.  The 
Awards committee will be 
reviewing scholarship 
applications, determining the 
Member of the Year Award, 
entering points that people have 
earned towards the member 
incentive and the PDC drawing. 
Community Service will be 
determining which chapter 
member has participated in the 
widest variety of activities.  This 
year the award will be $100 that 
will go to the charity of choice for
the winter.  Newsletter articles will 
be reviewed for prizes.   

After all that we’ll celebrate May 9 
with an event to mark the 30th

anniversary of the chapter, 
present our annual awards, and 
induct new officers.  Food will be 
involved of course so you won’t 
want to miss it!!

UPCOMING EVENTS

Audio 
Conference 3/26/08

Chapter 
Luncheon 4/3/08

Early Career –
Career Fair 4/3/08

Habitat for 
Humanity Project 4/5/08

Country Music 
Marathon 4/26/08

Make reservations for the 
Chapter Luncheon online at 

www.nashvilleaga.org

Deadline to register for this 
month is March 31, 2008.
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President’s Message
By Ann Collett, CGFM, CPA

The first of March was busy with the annual 
social event at the Schermerhorn Center to 
see the Chieftains which was fantastic!  I was 
up in the balcony and was so busy talking to 
people I never made it down to say hello to 
those of you on the bottom floor.  At the 
luncheon we presented Metro Nashville with 
their first Service Efforts and Accomplishment 
Award from National.  They  were one of only 
12 entities to receive the award.  We were 
fortunate that Nashville Mayor Karl Dean was 
able to attend and speak to us.  He stayed for 
the entire meeting and got to here all the 
announcements about events and programs 
we have in the works.  I think he learned 
some things about AGA while he was with us.  
Ron Queen talked about the CGFM and let us 
all know we had received proclamations from 
the Governor, the Mayor and the Legislature.  
Thanks to Ron and Gerry for heading up this 
committee and teaching the review courses.  
                                                                           
Congratulations to Gerry for being selected to 
be on the AGA Professional Certification 
Board.  

In addition to the luncheon March 6, a group 
of us worked the phone banks at the 
fundraiser for our Nashville Public Television 
station, Channel 8.  It was a great time to help 
out and cut up with each other as we worked.  
We have some great photos on the website 
you can check out. We donated what we 
normally would use towards shirts.  We were 
like an AGA fashion show as we had several 
different varieties of shirts on display.  
Chapter members contributed as well.  With 
National matching from their community 
service fund (that’s where proceeds from the 
PDC silent auction go) our final contribution 
from AGA and members will be over $1,400. 

If you have college students looking to pursue 
jobs in government make sure they sign up 
for and attend the Governmental & Systems 
Career Fair April 3 sponsored by the Early 
Career Committee.  Employers are looking for 
both interns and full-time positions.  And don’t 
forget to apply for the chapter scholarships!!!

Thanks to everyone for staying at the 
luncheon to hear all the announcements. I 
know it can get long, but what it indicates is 
that we have a lot going on to let you know 
about!!

    

If any members have any comments or 
suggestions on the luncheon meetings, or any 
other things about the chapter in general, I 
would be happy to hear them.  Email me at 
Ann.Collett@state.tn.us to give me your 
feedback.

Ann  

             

Chapter Recognition Points
             

Chapter Recognition 
Points

Through March 10, 2008

Annual 
National 
Maximum   
Points    
2007-2008

Leadership       4,275 3,000
Education       8,525 4,000
Certification       9,500 4,000
Communication       8,166 3,000
Membership       3,025 3,000
Early Careers       1,475  2,000
Community Service      2,150 2,000
Awards       2,600 1,000
Total Points YTD     39,716 22,000
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Linda Biek serves as Director of 
Governmental, International and 
Professional Relationships for the 
National Association of State Boards of 
Accountancy (NASBA) where she will 
focus on strengthening the visibility of 
NASBA both domestically and 
internationally.  Previously, Biek served 
as Executive Director for the Tennessee 
State Board of Accountancy.  She is a 
Certified Public Accountant in 
Tennessee and has used her 
professional training in the audit 
department of KPMG, The Pittston 
Company (a Fortune 200 company), and 
several CPA firms throughout the 
country.   

Biek obtained her BBA in marketing and 
her Master of Accountancy degree from 
East Tennessee State University.  She 
was honored by both Governor Don 
Sunquist and her alma mater for her 
professional accomplishments.  In 2004, 
she was selected for the Tennessee 
Government Management Institute, an 
executive training program.  Biek

April Luncheon Speaker

Linda L. Biek, CPA

Chapter Luncheons

While we greatly enjoy the various articles 
submitted from our membership, we are 
always seeking interesting news. If you 
have a great idea or burning topic, please 
submit your article to me at 
Karen.B.Hale@state.tn.us no later than 
April 10 for the next edition of our 
newsletter. If you have any questions, 
please let me know. Thanks and start 
writing!

Karen

served two years as a board member 
for the Junior League of Nashville and 
co-chaired the Decorators’ Show House 
in 2006.  She currently serves on the 
board of Monroe Harding and is 
involved in fund development for 
several non-profit organizations in the 
Nashville area.

Job Opportunities 

From time to time departments forward job 
opportunities to the Website Committee 
which are posted for members’ 
convenience. If you are interested in new 
job offerings or know someone who is, go 
to this link and click on Career 
Opportunities for detailed information:

http://www.nashvilleaga.org/whatsnew.htm

From the Editor
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Committee News
Master (tab 1):
CGFM column - Gerry.Boaz@state.tn.us

Chapter social column -
Robbie.Hunter@state.tn.us or
Hellens.Kruszynski@state.tn.us

Newsletter article column -
Karen.B.Hale@state.tn.us

All other tabs and columns -
Teresa.Kennedy@state.tn.us

LOCAL SCHOLARSHIPS

There are two local scholarships being 
offered by the chapter.  They are the Fawn 
W. Ellis Scholarship and the William R. 
Snodgrass Scholarship.  The scholarships 
are $1,500 each.  The Fawn W. Ellis
Scholarship is awarded to an AGA 
Nashville area chapter member, member’s 
spouse, or member’s child or grandchild 
(any college or university and any major 
may apply.)  

The William R. Snodgrass Scholarship
is awarded to a Middle or West Tennessee, 
Southern Kentucky, or Northern Alabama 
college student with a business-related 
major such as accounting, economics, 
finance, information systems, management 
or marketing.  The deadline for submission 
for both scholarships is April 30, 2008.  

The application, which includes further 
information, has now been posted to the 
internet.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Teresa.Kennedy@state.tn.us or 
Scarlet.Sneed@state.tn.us

Awards

MEMBER POINTS

The AGA member points spreadsheet has 
now been posted on the internet.  It 
includes all points earned through 3/5/08.

If you earn 30 points on or before April 30, 
2008, and pay the 2008-2009 renewal 
dues by March 31, 2008, you are eligible 
for the active member incentive.  This 
incentive is a $45 reimbursement of your 
dues.  Early career members are not 
eligible for this incentive.

If you have not yet earned 30 points, there 
are still plenty of opportunities remaining 
with which you can do so.  Good luck!

As a reminder, the point structure is 
available at 
http://www.nashvilleaga.org/Documents/07
08_point_structure.pdf   The member 
points spreadsheet has seven tabs.  The 
totals from tabs two - seven feed into tab 
one.  If, after reviewing your points on the 
member spreadsheet, you believe there 
are inaccuracies, please contact the 
following individuals for further information:

Community Service (tab 2) -
Jennifer.Lewis@state.tn.us

New Member Sponsors (tab 5) -
Britt.Wood@state.tn.us

Training participation (tab 6) -
Nichole.Curtiss@state.tn.us 

Early career (tab 7) -
Michelle.Earhart@state.tn.us
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Committee News

Career Fair

Governmental Financial and Systems 
Career Fair

For: Accounting, Information 
Systems and Public 
Administration Students

When: Thursday, April 3, 2008
5:30 pm – 7:30 pm.

Where: Nashville (TN) Public Library 
(Main Library)
615 Church Street

Participating Agencies

(Partial listing only -- see our website for a 
current listing of participating agencies.)

 Defense Contract Auditing Agency
 Federal Bureau of Investigation
 Internal Revenue Service
 Tennessee Department of State Audit 
 TN Division of Mental Retardation
 Tennessee Treasury Department
 Tennessee Department of Finance and 

Administration
 Tennessee Housing Development 

Agency
 Metro Nashville/Davidson County

Register to attend at
www.nashvilleaga.org

FIVE $100.00 PRIZES FOR REGISTERED 
STUDENTS*

*No more than one prize will be awarded 
per University represented.  Students must 
preregister by March 27, 2008.

Contact Us
(615) 253-6057
Earlycareers@nashvilleaga.org

Early Career

***Attention Future Early Career 
CGFM Applicants***

If you apply for the CGFM examination 
before May 1, please notify the Early 
Career Committee Co-Chairs, Robyn 
Probus (Robyn.Probus@state.tn.us) or 
Michelle Earhart 
(Michelle.Earhart@state.tn.us) to have 
your name entered into a drawing for 
reimbursement of the application fee. 

CGFM
Congratulations to Nichole Curtiss!!!

          

The CGFM Committee is excited to 
announce that Nichole Curtiss is the 
newest Certified Government Financial 
Manager (CGFM) in our chapter. Way 
to go!!!

Congratulations to Anne Henson, 
Terry Mason, and Jim Woods

The committee would also like to 
congratulate Anne Henson, Terry 
Mason, and Jim Woods for passing the 
CGFM Exam 2: Governmental 
Accounting, Financial Reporting, and 
Budgeting which is one of three 
comprehensive examinations that make 
up the core requirement of the CGFM 
program.
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Committee News

Audio Conference

When:    Wednesday, March 26, 2008

Time:     1:00 – 3:00 p.m. CST

What:     "Emerging Issues at FASAB and 
GASB - The Landscape is    
Changing"

Location: TBA

AGA, in conjunction with the National 
Association of State Auditors, 
Comptrollers and Treasurers (NASACT) 
and the Association of Local 
Government Auditors (ALGA), is pleased 
to offer an audio conference addressing 
Emerging Issues at the Federal 
Accounting Standards Advisory Board 
(FASAB) and the Governmental 
Accounting Standards Board (GASB). 

Please join us for two hours of lively 
discussion and 20 minutes for Q & A 
about these important and timely topics. 

Education
The next AGA Luncheon is April 3 and will be 
held at the Nashville City Club, SunTrust Bank 
Building, 20th Floor, 201 Fourth Avenue North.  
Our speaker will be NASBA’s Linda L. Biek, 
CPA, and this meeting will qualify for one hour 
of CPE. Be sure to attend the last luncheon of 
this AGA season. As a reminder, this will be 
our April Mixer. The goal is to assist with 
networking (one of the benefits members say 
they most want to get out of AGA), to help our 
early career and new members meet more 
people, and to help us all meet and mingle 
with different people. You will be given a 
random table number when you arrive, and 
you will simply go to that table and get a seat! 
If you are signed up to bring a guest, don’t 
worry, we will put you and your guest together!

Reservations can be made through our AGA 
website or by contacting Joe Kimery at 401-
7847 or at Joe.Kimery@state.tn.us.  To cancel 
a reservation, contact Joe Kimery before the 
reservations deadline.

Luncheons are $10 for members who make 
reservations by the deadline (6 pm Monday 
the week of the meeting). Members who make 
a reservation but do not attend or find a 
replacement will be responsible for the $10 
fee. Luncheons are $17.40 for nonmembers.
First-time guests of attending members eat 
free. After a guest’s first visit, he or she will be 
charged $17.40.

AGA Gala

May awards/induction of officers and 
celebration of the Chapter’s 30th anniversary!!! 
We will be having an AGA Gala on Friday 
evening, May 9. Please mark your calendar!! 
This will be a very fun event that will 
encompass our regular May luncheon 
activities – awards and officer induction, plus 
the commemoration of 30 years of our 
chapter’s history. Plus great food of course!!!! 
The chapter had a special event 20 years ago 
for the 10th anniversary for those of you around 
long enough to remember that!!!! Look for 
more information soon!

Meetings and Attendance

Internal Auditing Seminar

The Nashville Chapter of the Institute of 
Internal Auditors will hold a two-day
event for internal auditors on April 21 –
22, 2008. Glenn Sumners, Director of the 
Center for Internal Auditing at Louisiana 
State University will speak on the 
fundamentals of internal auditing and 
advanced internal auditing. For more 
information, contact Cindy Walker at 
cindy.walker@state.tn.us  
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Committee News

CGFM

Governor Bredesen has proclaimed March 
2008 as CGFM month.  A joint 
House/Senate resolution (when completed) 
will also proclaim March 2008 as CGFM 
month.  In addition, the Nashville/Davidson 
County Metro Council completed a 
resolution proclaiming March 2008 as 
CGFM month. The proclamations and 
resolutions are posted on AGA National’s 
website at 
http://www.agacgfm.org/cgfm/proclamations
_08.aspx   

As an AGA member, do you want to expand 
your professional opportunities and skill 
sets or distinguish yourself from others in 
this competitive work environment?  If you 
answered "yes," then the Certified 
Government Financial Manager 
(CGFM) is the certification to obtain.  AGA 
members, who believe they are on the high 
end of the profession or want to be on the 
"fast track" toward getting there, need a 
credential that shows they are qualified and 
have the skills to lead. The CGFM does this 
like no other credential.

The CGFM Committee has purchased two 
complete sets of each CGFM Exam study 
guide developed by the National AGA office. 
These study guides are available for 
checkout after each training session on a 
first come first serve basis. However, we 
may give preference to individuals who 
have already registered to take the exams 
by September 2008 versus someone who is 
interested but has not yet registered. 
Although we have encouraged each 
participant to purchase his/her own study 
guides, the Committee guides can be 
checked out for a limited 45 day time 
period.

Now is the perfect time to consider 
advancing your professional career.  
Become certified today.  Learn more 
about the CGFM at 
http://www.agacgfm.org/cgfm/cgfmdefault
.aspx

If you have any questions, please notify 
any of the Committee members: Ron 
Queen, co-chair; Gerry Boaz, co-chair; 
Rebecca Barr; Mary Anne Queen; Bob 
Boydston; Karen Hale; and Tammy 
Fruscione.

will serve a three-year term and can be 
appointed to a second, three-year term. 
The PCB oversees AGA’s CGFM 
program and through AGA’s Office of 
Professional Certification, the Board 
carries out all aspects of the CGFM 
program. This includes (1) establishing, 
maintaining, and interpreting the 
certification program’s qualification 
standards, (2) approving or rejecting of 
applications, (3) issuing CPE 
requirements and guidance, and (4) 
devising CGFM examination policies and 
procedures. 

At the February 
2008 AGA National 
Leadership 
Conference (NLC), 
Gerry Boaz, CPA, 
CGFM, was elected 
by the National 
Executive 
Committee (NEC) to 
the Professional 
Certification Board 
(PCB).  Gerry Boaz 
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Membership

Committee News

Earn Points for Money and Prizes

Earn 20 points and be entered into a drawing 
for a chance to win a trip to 57th Annual 
Professional Development Conference & 
Exposition - Building on the Dream: Creating 
a Culture of Accountability, This year’s 
conference will be held July 27 – 30, 2008, at 
the Atlanta Marriott Marquis.

Earn 10 more points and the association will 
reimburse a new or renewing (non-early 
career) member $45.00 of the upcoming 
year’s annual membership dues if and when 
the member:

 earns 30 points throughout the 
association’s operating year (view point 
structure at 
http://www.nashvilleaga.org/Documents/0
708_point_structure.pdf), and

 renews his/her membership by March 31.

Recruitment Incentives

The Membership Committee would like to 
remind you of the incentives available for 
sponsoring new members:

MEMBER RENEWALS

Members that renew their membership by 
the March 31, 2008 deadline will get a 
chance to enter into a drawing for 
$50.00 CASH!!!!

The prize will be given away at the awards 
luncheon in May.

You do not have to be present to win.

PIZZA FOR PROSPECTS

Host a pizza party at your workplace and 
share the benefits of being an AGA 
member with others.  The pizza is on us!  
See the rules of participation at 
www.nashvilleaga.org/Documents/Pizza_fo
r_Prospects.pdf.  

This offer is valid as long as funds are 
available, so act fast!

The Nashville AGA Chapter would like 
to welcome the following new 
members:

Gary T. Harris, Comptroller of the 
Treasury
Sponsor:  Hellens Kruszynski, CGFM

Victor U. Nwanso, Finance and 
Administration
Sponsor:  Mary Elaine Anderson, CGFM

Kathy R. Richardson, Finance and 
Administration
Sponsor:  Michelle Earhart

You earn 3 active member points per new 
member sponsored.  (These points are 
earned in a variety of ways; once you get 
30 points you earn a $45 reimbursement 
for regular membership dues. See 
www.nashvilleaga.org/Documents/0708_
point_structure.pdf)

1. Once a month a goody bag is 
given to the member who 
sponsored the most new members 
the previous month. 

2. At year end, a drawing will be held 
for all sponsors of new members. 
Members are entered once for 
each new member sponsored.  
The grand prize will be two one-
day passes to Universal Studios in 
Orlando plus $100 cash.  A 
second prize of $100 cash will 
also be similarly awarded.

3. Prizes are also available from 
AGA National.
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Updates

Brown Dog Foundation

We had about 15 members make a 
monetary and/or pet supply donation.  The 
total amount of donations was 
approximately $300!  Thanks to everyone 
who participated in this event.  If you made 
an online donation, please email Kristy 
Carroll or Jennifer Lewis for point reasons.  
If you wrote a check or gave cash, we 
already have your names.

NPT

We had 11 members work the phone bank 
at NPT Channel 8 on March 6.  Members 
manned the phones from 5-10PM.  In lieu of 
purchasing shirts for participants, the 
Nashville Chapter made a $400 donation to 
NPT that was matched by AGA National.  
Individual donations were also matched by 
National up to a certain amount.  Individual 
donations totaled approximately $300.  
Thanks to everyone who worked the phone 
banks and/or made a pledge.  We had a 
great time answering phones, and the food 
donated by Whole Foods was great too!

Upcoming Events

Habitat for Humanity

The build date for the local Habitat for 
Humanity is scheduled for Sat April 5 from 
6:30 to 4:30.  As of press time, we have 15 
volunteers.  If anyone is still interested, he 
or she can contact Ray Register at
Ray.T.Register@state.tn.us .  Some more 
spots may open up as we get closer to the 
date.  

Community Service

Nashville Chapter members worked the phone bank 
for Nashville Public Television on March 6, 2008.

Country Music Marathon

We need volunteers to work from April 23 -
26 for the Country Music Marathon.  The 
first three days will be volunteering in at the 
Convention Center.  The 26th will be 
actually volunteering at the race.  Not only 
do you receive a point for volunteering, but 
you get the satisfaction of helping others, 
uniquely designed race crew t-shirt, free 
ticket to the post race concert, free goody 
bag, and meet people from al over the 
world who come to our city to participate in 
the race.  Visit
http://www.nashvillesports.com/surveys/mar
athon.php to sign up, and then email 
Jennifer McClendon at
Jennifer.McClendon@state.tn.us to receive 
participation points.  

National Habitat for Humanity Build

The build week has been set for April 28-
May 2 in New Orleans.  Last month’s 
newsletter had a lot of information 
concerning the project.  There has been 
some money set aside to help with member 
travel expenses.  This project is worth 10 
points!  Contact Jennifer Lewis at 
Jennifer.Lewis@state.tn.us if you are 
interested in this project.  The amount of 
subsidy help will depend on the number of 
members that are interested in going.  I 
hear there is a great musical festival going 
on during this time too!

Committee News
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member of the Middle Tennessee 
Association of Certified Fraud 
Examiners, International Who’s Who of 
Professionals, and the Zeta Chapter of 
the Phi Delta Lambda Honor Society.

Karen has a precious 30-month old 
daughter who keeps her very active and 
young at heart. After many years of 
research and prayer, she began a two-
and-a-half year process to adopt her 
baby girl from China. Karen is an 
advocate for international adoption and 
is involved with many national and local 
adoption support groups. She recently 
founded her own group known as the 
Dickson Adoptive Parents and keeps
busy participating in monthly events and 
Chinese classes with the parents and 
children. 

She is an active member in church and 
serves numerous roles from 
directing/writing plays, writing 
books/poems/songs, singing, to 
teaching Sunday school class. She also 
enjoys singing and has performed with 
various groups including the Nashville 
Symphony Chorus and local Christian 
artists.  

CEC Member Profile

Karen B. Hale, CGFM
Newsletter Editor/Public Relations Chair

Karen Hale has been a member of the 
Nashville Chapter of the Association of 
Government Accountants (AGA) since 
1999 and has since been an active 
participant in various committees including 
co-chair and director of the program 
committee and chair of the education 
committee as well as assisting with the 
certification, community service, and 
meetings and attendance committees. 
She received the AGA Nashville Chapter 
President’s Award in May 2004, and her 
committee’s work was nominated for a 
national award. She has served as the 
southeastern regional coordinator for 
membership and early careers. She 
currently serves as the chapter’s public 
relations chair, newsletter editor, and the 
southeastern regional coordinator for 
education. 

She has over 20 years of service with the 
State of Tennessee, and she has been 
employed in the Comptroller’s Office as a 
contract administrator for more than 8 
years. She has also served as an adjunct 
faculty member at Nashville State 
Community College for business and 
office administration studies.  She has a 
BA in Management and Human Relations 
and an MA in Organizational Management 
both from Trevecca Nazarene University. 

She graduated from the Tennessee 
Government Executive Institute in 2004, 
and she is a Certified Government 
Financial Manager (CGFM). She serves 
as immediate-past chair of the Tennessee 
Government Executive Institute Steering 
committee and as a member of the 
Nashville State Office Administration 
Advisory Committee. Karen is also a 
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FASAB, GASB Emerging Issues Topic of 
Wednesday Audio Conference

AGA, in conjunction NASACT and ALGA, is 
pleased to announce a new audio 
conference, "Emerging Issues at FASAB 
and GASB: The Landscape is Changing."
The audio conference, worth 2 CPE hours, 
is set for 2 – 3:50 p.m. EDT, Wednesday, 
March 26.

Hear from two key officials from the 
Governmental Accounting Standards Board 
(GASB) and the Federal Accounting 
Standards Advisory Board (FASAB). The 
speakers will discuss the conceptual 
frameworks being developed at the two 
boards; what future standards may arise as 
a result of new concepts; how the new 
standards may affect preparers, auditors 
and users; the impact of international 
accounting standards on the two boards; 
and more. 

Cost is $299 per site (unlimited 
attendance). Government agencies and 
CPAG members who register five or more 
offices pay only $200. Register online, or 
print the regular registration form, or the 
special promotion registration form and fax 
it to 703.684.6933.

Audio Conference on Citizen-Centric 
Reporting

AGA is pleased to announce a new audio 
conference, Improving Government 
Transparency Through Citizen-Centric 
Reporting, addressing the need for 
governments to improve how they report 
financial information to taxpayers. The 
audio conference, worth 2 CPE hours, is 
set for 2 – 3:50 EDT, April 23.

AGA’s Citizen-Centric Government 
Reporting Program encourages 
governments to publish an annual “state 
of the government” report that is no more 
than four pages long. The reports, 
designed to be visually appealing, provide 
understandable information to citizens 
about the performance and financial 
condition of the government, as well as 
demographics and future challenges. 
Hear what tools are available from AGA to 
produce such a report and listen to three 
practitioners who have recently published 
such reports: Mary Lechner, CGFM, 
CPA, Chief, Internal Control Branch, U.S. 
Coast Guard; Sam McCall, CGFM, CPA, 
City Auditor, Tallahassee, FL; Kim 
Wallin, Controller, State of Nevada; and 
Relmond Van Daniker, DBA, CPA, AGA 
Executive Director.

Cost is $249 per site (UNLIMITED 
ATTENDANCE) if you register on or 
before April 18, and $299 thereafter. 
Government agencies and AGA 
Corporate Partner members who register 
five or more offices will receive a 20 
percent discount. Also, AGA chapters can 
register for $200 per site.

Register online, or print the regular 
registration form, or the special promotion 
registration form and fax it to 
703.684.6933.

Nashville Members Published in the 
Journal of Government Financial 
Management

Arthur Hayes, JD, CPA, CGFM, wrote the 
final huddle article on Brainstorming for 
Management Override, and Randall 
Kinnersley, Ph.D., CGFM, CPA, co-wrote 
Cities: Are They Financially Prepared for 
the Challenges Ahead?  Both articles are 
featured in the Spring 2008 edition of the 
Journal and can be viewed at 
http://www.agacgfm.org/publications/jo
urnal/
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For Sale – Property Tax Receivables by Phil Carr, CPA, CGFM

The Metropolitan Government of Nashville 
and Davidson County (Metro) has done a 
lot of innovative things over the last few 
years in terms of technology, business 
organization, etc.; one of the more 
interesting projects was a sale of 
outstanding property tax receivables in 
2007.

In June of 2006, the General Assembly of 
the State of Tennessee amended the 
Tennessee Code Annotated (TCA) to give 
governments the ability to sell its tax 
receivables at the election of its governing 
body (TCA 67-5-2012).  Wasting no time, 
the Metro Council subsequently approved 
a resolution (RS2006-1331) which 
provided the authority for a sale.  
Coincidentally, in September of 2006, the 
Governmental Accounting Standards 
Board (GASB) issued Statement No. 48, 
Sales and Pledges of Receivables and 
Future Revenues and Intra-Entity 
Transfers of Assets and Future Revenues, 
which provided guidance on accounting 
for revenue sale transactions.  
  
Metro’s intention was to conduct its first 
sale of tax receivables during the 
2006/2007 fiscal year.  The Accounting 
Division of Finance (Accounts) took the 
lead on the sale project, and we began in 
the fall of 2006 with meetings with our 
financial advisors and external auditors to 
discuss the transaction.  As expected, 
there were few examples of tax receivable 
sales in the government sector.  Charging 
ahead, Accounts met with Metro’s Legal 
Department to make sure we understood 
how to proceed legally.  Interestingly, as 
Metro isn’t often in the business of writing 
proposals and contracts to sell things, we 
turned to our Purchasing Division to 
assist.  We essentially used the same 
process for the procurement of goods and 
services to create the request for proposal 
(RFP) and subsequent contract for the 
sale.

Phil Carr, CPA, CGFM

Past Chapter President

The RFP was designed as a two-step 
process.  The first step required proposers 
to qualify as potential buyers.  We looked 
at such factors as experience, stability, 
and financial capacity to complete the 
purchase, to determine those eligible to 
bid.  The second step required that the 
qualified proposers bid on the available 
receivables.  Bids were made on the 
receivable balances as of April 1, 2007.  
As tax collections were continuing, the 
original list of available receivables was 
continually updated during this time 
period.  The actual sale closed on June 1, 
the sales price was adjusted for the 
activity between the bid date and the 
close date, and the cash for the sale was 
received in mid-June of 2007.

In addition to maximizing the sales price, 
Metro had a couple of other key 
objectives.  First, Metro wanted to satisfy 
the criteria of GASB 48 to account for the 
transaction as a sale instead of a 
borrowing.  GASB 48 states that a 
transaction in which a government 
receives proceeds for the future cash 
flows from receivables should be reported 



Nashville Notes - Page 13             

as a sale if “the government’s continuing 
involvement with those receivables is 
effectively terminated.”  “Effectively 
terminated” is further defined to mean 
that the buyer has the ability to 
subsequently sale or pledge the 
receivables, the government can’t 
randomly substitute sold receivables with 
other accounts, the sale agreement is 
noncancelable, and the receivables and 
cash resulting from their collection are 
segregated from the government.

Secondly, Metro wanted the transaction 
to be invisible to taxpayers.  Metro has 
continued to process the collection of the 
sold accounts the same as before (this is 
allowed by GASB 48), but we’ve 
segregated the cash collected on the 
sold accounts and created a process to 
remit the cash as well as any interest 
earned to the buyer on a daily basis and 
notify the buyer of the specific accounts 
collected.

In order to segregate the sold accounts 
and track the activity, some changes 
were necessary to our tax accounting 
system.  While the RFP was moving 
through its process, Accounts was 
working with the Metro Trustee (the 
collector of the tax payments) and the 
vendor for our tax accounting software to 
determine, implement and test the 
needed changes.  Not to oversimplify, but 
we essentially created a process to flag 
the accounts that were sold.  This flag is 
now used to sort those accounts on 
various reports that are used to notify the 
buyer of collections and reconcile the 
uncollected balance.

Given the lack of experience with a 
receivables sale, the transaction 
happened with relative ease.  Also, the 
process that we developed to remit to 
and reconcile with the buyer has 
proceeded smoothly.  The credit goes

to great planning and communication 
with all parties involved in the sale 
process.

Metro is currently in the process of 
selling our new delinquent tax 
receivables.  At least this time the 
territory isn’t new, and we can copy our 
process (with a few tweaks) from last 
year.  But we are currently anticipating 
another successful sale!      

Some of our chapter members attend the 
National Leadership Conference held in 
Washington, D.C., February 2008. Pictured 
here are (left to right): Dave Bennett, National 
AGA Treasurer; Melinda Parton, RVP-elect and 
Past Chapter President; Nathan Abbott, 
Education and Internet Co-Chair; and Peter 
Aliferis, Deputy Executive Director. 

                       

Ron Queen, CGFM co-chair, explains the 
importance of obtaining the CGFM designation 
at the January 2008 Luncheon meeting. 
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March Chapter Luncheon

The March Chapter Luncheon was held 
on March 6, 2008, at the City Club.   To 
read the draft minutes from the Chapter 
Luncheon and see the photo gallery, 
please visit the chapter website.  
Members will have an opportunity to 
approve the minutes at the April 3
Luncheon meeting.

Minutes
http://www.nashvilleaga.org/monthly_me
etings.htm

Photo Gallery
http://www.nashvilleaga.org/photo_galler
y.htm

    
   

Mayor Karl Dean spoke at the March Luncheon 
meeting and later accepts the SEA Award for 
Nashville/Davidson County Metropolitan 
Government.        

Meeting Minutes

   

Nashville/Davidson County Metropolitan 
Government receives AGA’s prestigious Service 
Efforts and Accomplishments (SEA) award. SEA 
reports help state and local governments to 
effectively communicate performance to the 
public. Pictured here (left to right) are: Mayor Karl 
Dean; William Aaron, Metro Finance Manager; 
Deborah Loveless, Senior Vice President At 
Large; and Ann Collett, Chapter President. 

Chapter Executive 
Committee Meeting

The Chapter Executive Committee 
met on March 3, 2008, in the 14th

floor conference room of the 
Tennessee Tower.  To read the 
approved minutes from the February 
4, 2008 Chapter Executive 
Committee meeting, please visit the 
chapter website.  

Minutes
http://www.nashvilleaga.org/
monthly_meetings.htm
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Nashville Chapter

2007-2008 Leadership

One-year Directors

Nathan Abbott, CISA, CFE
Education Co-Chair, 
Webmaster Co-Chair 
(615) 401-7842
Nathan.Abbott@state.tn.us

Robbie Hunter, CGFM, CPA
Program Co-Chair 
(615) 741-6537
Robbie.Hunter@state.tn.us

Hellens Kruszynski, CPA, CFE
Program Co-Chair 
(615) 401-7909
Hellens.Kruszynski@state.tn.us

Visit the Nashville Chapter 
website at:
www.nashvilleaga.org

Donna Jewell, CPA, CFE
Education Co-Chair 
(615) 747-5276
Donna.Jewell@state.tn.us

Ron Queen, CGFM, CPA
CGFM Co-Chair
(615) 401-7862
Ron.Queen@state.tn.us

Britt Wood, CGFM, CPA, CFE
Membership Co-Chair 
(615) 253-2018
Britt.Wood@state.tn.us

Dan Willis, CPA, CISA, CGFM
Webmaster Co-Chair 
(615) 747-5247
Daniel.Willis@state.tn.us

Suzanne Sawyers, CFE 
Meetings and Attendance Co-Chair 
(615) 401-7948
Suzanne.Sawyers@state.tn.us

Jennifer Lewis, CFE
Community Service Co-Chair 
(615) 253-6400
Jennifer.Lewis@state.tn.us

Karen Hale, CGFM
Public Relations Chair
     and Newsletter Editor
(615) 401-7742
Karen.B.Hale@state.tn.us

Scarlet Sneed, CPA, CGFM, CFE
Awards Co-Chair
(615) 747-5243
Scarlet.Sneed@state.tn.us

Robyn Probus, CPA, CGFM, CFE
Early Careers Co-Chair
(615) 401-7960
Robyn.Probus@state.tn.us

Two-year Directors

Ed Burr, CPA, CGFM
Membership Co-Chair 
(615) 747-5275
Ed.Burr@state.tn.us

Michelle Earhart, CPA
Early Careers Co-Chair 
(615) 253-6057
Michelle.Earhart@state.tn.us

Teresa Kennedy, CPA
Awards Co-Chair 
(615) 747-5260
Teresa.Kennedy@state.tn.us

Joe F. Kimery, CPA, CGFM, CFE

Meetings and Attendance 

Co-Chair 
(615) 401-7841
Joe.Kimery@state.tn.us

Beth Pugh

Community Service Co-Chair 
(615) 532-8770
bpugh@thda.org

Committee Chairs and Co-Chairs

Nichole Curtiss, CFE, CGFM
Education Co-Chair
(615) 401-7947
Nichole.Curtiss@state.tn.us

Officers

President
Ann Collett, CGFM, CPA
(615) 253-2159
Ann.Collett@state.tn.us

President-elect
Kathy Anderson, CGFM, CPA
(615) 747-5241
Kathy.Anderson@state.tn.us

Immediate Past President, 
CGFM Co-Chair
Gerry Boaz, CGFM, CPA
(615) 747-5262
Gerry.Boaz@state.tn.us

Secretary
Jennifer McClendon, CGFM 
(615) 401-7950
Jennifer.McClendon@state.tn.us

Treasurer
Terry Mason
(615) 741-9740
Terry.Mason@state.tn.us

Angela McElrath-Prosser
Finance Co-Chair
(615) 862-6189 
Angela.Mcelrath@nashville.gov

Mary Anne Queen, CGFM, CFE
Finance Co-Chair
(615) 401-7756
Mary.Anne.Queen@state.tn.us


