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The President’s Message
by Jim Arnette

AGA AND THE SNOWSTORM OF 2003

This can be a depressing time of year.
Everyone has received their federal in-
come tax forms.  Credit card bills that
reflect Christmas purchases continue to
roll in.  The Legislature is back in ses-
sion.  So what could be better than a
beautiful, white blanket of snow to lift the
spirits?  Yeah, right!

On Thursday, January 16, the snowstorm
of 2003 hit Tennessee with a vengeance.
As with any historic event, many of us
will always remember the day.  Every-
body has a story to tell.  Several inches
of snow, horrendous traffic jams, stranded
motorists and school children, wrecks,
busted radiator hoses, abandoned cars,
falls on the ice, empty store shelves and
gas pumps, and jammed cell phone cir-
cuits made for good conversation around
the water cooler.

Some were smart and never left home on
the sixteenth.  They had been watching
the radar and had obviously already com-
pleted that southern tradition of making
a bread and milk run “just in case” they
are snowed in.  Are weathermen and gro-
cery stores in cahoots?  Many left work
early to beat the bedlam.  An hour com-
mute suddenly turned into an exercise of
survival.  Most eventually made it home.
Some of us did not.  The sheer volume of
traffic prevented salt trucks and snow
plows from cleaning the streets.

Lest we forget, January 16 was also an
AGA day.  The phone calls and e-mails
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Chapter Recognition Points YTD
(through 12/31/2002)

Leadership                                         3,400

Education                                    5,025

Certification                                  2,800

Communication                            5,124

Membership                                     950

Community Service                           1,800

Awards                                         200

Total points YTD                    19,299

Chapter Goal = 10,000

Congratulations on achieving the
Platinum Chapter Designation!

started coming early.  Luncheon reserva-
tions were cancelled.  The speaker could
not be reached.  Some questioned
whether the luncheon would be held at
all.  However, it was too late to cancel.
AGA must go on!  We actually had 43
attendees out of 81 reservations.  This
was not a bad turnout considering the
weather.  I thank all of you who made the
effort to come.  I do not think that you
were disappointed.  Our luncheon
speaker, Saralee Terry Woods, was ac-
tually the first person to arrive.  She did
an excellent job sharing with us how poli-
tics have influenced her life and how she
came to be a business owner in Nash-
ville.  I very much appreciate Saralee up-
holding her commitment to speak to us.
And needless to say, we had plenty of
food.
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While we are talking about AGA, there is
an issue that I would like to bring to your
attention.  In my December president’s
message, I discussed the AGA national
board of directors’ vote to increase na-
tional membership dues.  The vote was
held and a new dues structure along with
membership categories was passed:

• Full members will be categorized into
either Full Government or Private Sec-
tor members.  Dues will increase to
$90 and $150 respectively;

• Early Career member dues will in-
crease to $45;

• Student member dues will increase to
$30;

• Retired member dues will increase to
$30; and

• Group member dues will increase to
$70 (This is in addition to the organi-
zation fee).

Hopefully, this increase will enable AGA
to effectively continue its work of advanc-
ing government accountability.  The dues
increase will take effect April 1, 2003.
However, if you renew your membership
on-line by February 28, you can get a $5
discount on your 2003–04 national mem-
bership dues.  As Tommy Chester says,
“$5 is $5.”

In closing, for those who come from above
the Mason-Dixon Line and are critical of
Nashville drivers and the city’s prepared-
ness for inclement weather, please take
it easy on us.  Just because you can
drive on snow and ice does not mean that
we can.  After all, how do you learn to
drive in snow?  Well, you learn by doing
it.  And in a city where snow is a rarity,
so is snow driving experience.  But if you
ever run your car in a ditch during a snow
storm in the South, do not panic.  A
couple of guys in a four-wheel drive with
a 12-pack of beer and a tow chain will be
along shortly.  Do not help them.  Just
stay out of their way.  This is what they
live for.

Keep an eye on the weather, and hope-
fully we will see you at the February lun-
cheon!

News from National

New Scholarship Opportunity Available for AGA Members

Rutgers University has created a scholarship program for
AGA members interested in earning the CGFM certification
and an advanced degree in government financial manage-

ment, which is now completely available online. Rutgers will commit $25,000 over a
two-year period, with five students receiving $2,000 each in the first year. For more
information, contact AGA Director of Education Linda Martin- Latham, MA, at
800.AGA.7211 x 209, or at llatham@agacgfm.org. Check www.Gov-
maccy.rutgers.edu for additional information about admission, curriculum, program
requirements and faculty.

Free CPE Now Available

In partnership with IBM Business Consulting Services and
Netcertification, AGA is now offering an opportunity to
earn FREE CPE! Utilizing a recent radio broadcast from
the Business of Government Hour program, you can ac-
cess a four-part series discussing “Conversations About
Management.”

Additional details can be found at http://www.agacgfm.org/academy/index.htm.

Call for Nominations - AGA National Awards

April 4, 2003 is the deadline to submit nominations for AGA’s National Awards which
will be presented at the 52nd Annual Professional Development Conference in Chi-
cago, IL. We encourage you to nominate individuals for the variety of national awards
that AGA offers. Questions - Contact Sebrina Bridgers at sbridgers@agacgfm.org.

Additional details can be found at http://www.agacgfm.org/about/a_awards.htm.

SAS 99 - The New Fraud Standard’s Impact on Auditors and
Financial Managers

This two-hour audio conference will inform auditors and
financial managers of the new requirements of SAS No.
99 including the impact on audit procedures and internal
controls. Join Frank and Mike Crawford, Crawford & As-
sociates, P.C., for an enlightening 2-hour discussion of
this critical new standard. You will also be given an op-
portunity to ask questions and share experiences during
the last 30 minutes of the audio conference. This event is cosponsored by AGA and
the National Association of State Auditors, Comptrollers and Treasurers (NASACT).
The teleconference will take place on February 19, 2003 from 2-3:50 p.m. EST, and
is worth 2 CPE credits.

Additional details can be found at https://nasactdata.nasact.org/FRAUD/gen_info.htm.
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Committee News
Mark Your Calendar!

February 13, 2003

AGA Winter Seminar
Shamblin Theatre
Lipscomb University

February 18, 2003

CEC Meeting
11:30 a.m.
15th Floor Conf. Room
James K. Polk Building

Deadline for making
reservations for the Febru-
ary Luncheon Meeting

February 20, 2003

Chapter Luncheon Meeting
11:30 a.m.
Cumberland Club
Speaker: Howard C.
Gentry, Jr., Vice Mayor for
Metropolitan Government,
Nashville, TN

March 20, 2003

Chapter Luncheon Meeting
11:30 a.m.
Cumberland Club
Speaker: To be announced.

CGFM COMMITTEE

The committee plans to continue offering a free lunch for those passing the exams,
disbursing brochures at meetings to extol the virtues of becoming a CGFM certifi-
cate holder, and providing notice of training relevant to CGFM exam content. The
committee’s near-term plan for this year will be to expand last year’s brainstorming
session into formal training for individuals who plan to take the CGFM exams. The
purpose of these sessions will be to assist the AGA members who plan to sit for the
CGFM exams by discussing the various topical areas of the three exams.  The
formal training is tentatively scheduled for May 2003.  All members interested in
participating in this training should contact the committee co-chairs, Gerry Boaz
(Gerry.Boaz@state.tn.us) or Rebecca Barr (Rebecca.Barr@state.tn.us).

Free Lunch for Those Passing the CGFM Exam

The CGFM Committee is continuing its program to congratulate those individuals
passing the CGFM exams by offering lunch certificates that are good for a free lunch
at any AGA luncheon meeting.  If you passed the CGFM exams during September
2001 – January 2003 and have not received a lunch certificate, please contact Gerry
Boaz (Gerry.Boaz@state.tn.us) or Rebecca Barr (Rebecca.Barr@state.tn.us).

For all individuals interested in taking the CGFM exams, please review eligibility
requirements for sitting for the exam on the AGA website (http://www.agacgfm.org/
cgfm/cgfm_profexp.htm).

The Department of Personnel includes the CGFM certification in the list of certifica-
tions eligible for a one-step salary increase.  A salary increase may be granted to
employees of the State of Tennessee if the certification is obtained by passing the
exams.  To be certain that you qualify for the salary increase, obtain approval from
your supervisor and the Department of Personnel before sitting for the exams.  For
specific details see the Department of Personnel Policy #90-031 (10/10/90) amended
March 23, 1999.

http://www.agacgfm.org/member-
ship/m_services.htm

This link takes you to the Member
Services section of the National AGA
website.  Some of the things you can
do there include: submit an address
change, renew your membership on-
line, sign up a new member, print ap-
plications, and find out additional in-
formation about AGA.  Check out the
“10 Great Reasons to Join AGA.”

There are membership materials avail-
able locally.  If you would like some of
these, need your membership num-
ber, or have questions, contact Ann
Collett at ann.collett@state.tn.us or
contact Tommy Chester at
thomas.w.chester@state.tn.us.

NOTE TO MEMBERS

In an effort to reduce printing costs,
we are encouraging all members
able to do so to accept the newslet-
ter electronically.  The newsletter is
made available on the Chapter web
site every month in PDF format, and
e-mail notification of the release is
sent to each member we currently
have an e-mail address for.

If you are willing to be removed
from the printed newsletter distribu-
tion list, please contact Will
Hancock at (615) 747-5293 or via e-
mail at Will.Hancock@state.tn.us.

NEWSLETTER ITEMS?

Please call the Newsletter Chair, Will
Hancock, at (615) 747-5293 or FAX at
(615) 532-2765, with any member news
or other items for the newsletter.  You
may also e-mail newsletter items to:

Will.Hancock@state.tn.us

Please have information and articles
for the newsletter turned in by the
third Friday of each month.

Additionally, any newsletter corrections
should be brought to the attention of the
Newsletter Chair at the e-mail address
above.



The Nashville Chapter of the Association of Government
Accountants presents the Annual

AGA Winter Seminar

February 13, 2003 – Shamblin Theatre, Lipscomb University

Topics include:

 Auditor Independence
 Statement on Auditing Standards (SAS) 99
 Tennessee State Lottery
 Data Recovery – Presentation by Lynn Stenglein, Tennessee Office of

Information Resources
 Data Recovery – Presentation by Mark Fulford, Disaster Recovery and

Continuity Planning Services, Lattimore, Black, Morgan, and Cain
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Committee News (Cont.)

Help wanted!!  No experience
required!!

How can you get more out of your
AGA membership?  Participation on
a chapter committee is a great way
to get to know other members while
demonstrating your organizational or
leadership skills.  Have no talents?
That’s not possible - join a commit-
tee and discover how talented you
really are.  Participation on a com-
mittee does not require an extensive
time commitment.  The committees
currently established are Awards,
CGFM, Community Service, Early Ca-
reers, Education, Finance and Admin-
istration, Internet, Meetings and At-
tendance, Membership, Newsletter,
and Program.  Contact the current
committee chair or any CEC member
for more information on how you can
become more active in your chapter.

Registration Costs:
AGA Members - $50.00, Non-AGA Members - $75.00

Register by contacting Mason Ball at mason.ball@state.tn.us (please do not call
in requests by telephone)

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

RECRUITMENT!

Don’t forget that our recruitment cam-
paign continues!  Check out the mem-
bership section of the Nashville chapter
website for details.

Make it easy on yourself to recruit new
members with these great selling points!
There are lots of perks coming up for AGA
members – the Spring social – offered to
members at a huge discount; and edu-
cational opportunities with very special
rates for members!  These make great
reasons to join today!  Sign them up now!

2003 - 2004 MEMBERSHIPS

The national office has been busy getting membership renewal packages and data
in order and anticipate mailing the 2003-04 renewal notices the first week in Febru-
ary.

LIMITED TIME OFFER!!!

AGA is offering members a $5 discount
on their 2003-04 national
membership dues if they renew online
by February 28th!

See https://members.agacgfm.org/
ScriptContent/Index.cfm.

Members can expedite their dues renewal online via the password protected mem-
bers only section of the AGA website.  Access the AGA website at http://
www.agacgfm.org.  Login using your membership ID number and password (your
first initial followed by your last name - no spaces), click on your name in the top left
hand corner of the screen and click on the ‘Renew My Dues’ button.  Your dues
renewal fees will automatically appear (this will include your CGFM renewal if appli-
cable).  All you have to do is input your credit card information and hit ‘Submit.’  The
transaction will automatically process via our secure server and the updated renewal
information will be automatically updated in AGA’s in-house membership system.

While you are logged into the members only site, be sure to take a look at your
contact information and make any updates as necessary (such as a new email
address and/or phone number).

If you have any questions, please contact the membership staff at 1.800.242.7211
and or agamembers@agacgfm.org.

The Nashville chapter will have a drawing for 2 $25 prizes out of all the
members who pay their dues by the March 31 deadline!

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
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AWARDS COMMITTEE

CHAPTER SERVICE DRAWING

If you’re looking for a way to really rack up the points for the Chapter Service Draw-
ing, look no further.  Just volunteer to work at the VITA site at the Nashville downtown
library and you will receive one point per hour worked.

Here are some other ways for you to earn points for the Chapter Service Drawing for
the trip to the 52nd Annual Professional Development Conference held in Chi-
cago, Illinois, June 29-July 2, 2003.

Points:
Luncheon attendance 1 point
Attending chapter sponsored training 2 points
Sponsor new member 2 points
Service on a chapter committee 2 points each
AGA community service projects 1 point per hour served
  (Including VITA)
Newsletter article
  (Financial topic) 8 points each
  (Nonfinancial topic) 4 points each
Obtaining CGFM certification 8 points upon completion
Attending chapter sponsored social event 2 points
Sponsoring a Luncheon Guest 1 point for each guest (10 point max.)

Members can check their accumulation of points at the chapter’s website at http://
www.nashvilleaga.org.  Remember you must accumulate at least 12 points to be
eligible for the drawing.  For each point you earn, you will receive one chance in the
year-end drawing.

If you have any questions regarding the Chapter Service Drawing please call or e-
mail Rachel Banks at (615) 253-3817 or rachel.e.banks@state.tn.us or Jacqueline
Laws at (615) 747-5209 or jacqueline.laws@state.tn.us.

CALL FOR NATIONAL AWARDS NOMINATIONS

The National Awards nomination deadline has been extended beyond March 7, 2003.
Nominations are now due Friday, April 4, 2003, for AGA’s National Awards which
will be presented at the 52nd Annual Professional Development Conference in Chi-
cago IL.  Our chapter is considering potential nominations of individuals for the vari-
ous National Awards.  The Awards Committee is requesting recommendations from
our membership for an individual that we should recognize for their exemplary work
in the field of financial management.  You may submit your recommendation to
David Sturtevant, Chair of the Awards Committee via e-mail at
David.Sturtevant@state.tn.us or by phone at (615) 401-7851.

Available National Awards

Einhorn-Gary Award
Robert W. King Memorial Award

Frank Greathouse Distinguished Leadership Award
Achievement of the Year Award
Education and Training Award

Cornelius E. Tierney/Ernst & Young Research Award
Special Achievement Award

Chapter Education Award (New!)
Chapter Service Award

Community Service Award

AWARDS COMMITTEE

SCHOLARSHIPS APPLICATIONS
AVAILABLE – DEADLINES AP-
PROACHING:

The deadline for the Nashville Chapter’s
scholarship application is March 8, 2003.
Applications can be obtained at the Nash-
ville Chapter website or by calling David
Sturtevant, Awards Committee Chair at
615-401-7851. The following scholarships
will be awarded at the April, 2003 lun-
cheon meeting.

William R. Snodgrass Scholarship:  A
$1,500 scholarship will be awarded to a
Middle or West Tennessee, Southern
Kentucky, or Northern Alabama college
student with a business-related major
such as accounting, economics, finance,
information systems, management or
marketing.

Fawn W. Ellis scholarship:  A $1,500
scholarship will be awarded to an AGA
Nashville area chapter member,
member’s spouse, or member’s child or
grandchild (any college or university and
any major may apply).

In addition to the local scholarships be-
ing offered, AGA is offering several schol-
arships at the National level.   The Na-
tional scholarships are available for AGA
members, family members and nonmem-
bers.  Several scholarships are available
which include awards to high school stu-
dents, high school graduates, college
undergraduates and college graduate stu-
dents.  The deadline for application sub-
mission for these National scholarships
is April 4, 2003.  Copies of the National
scholarship applications can be obtained
for the National website at http://
www.agacgfm.org.

“I’ve always wanted to be
somebody, but I see now I should

have been more specific.”

-Lily Tomlin
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Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA)

COMMUNITY SERVICE COMMITTEE

ARE YOU NEAR THE DOWNTOWN LIBRARY?

VITA will be held this year at the Downtown Library.

We are requesting that AGA members who are in this area volunteer.

• Ron will be there to help on and off.
• There will be someone there to provide assistance at all times.

We will need volunteers in February, March, and April between 11:30 a.m. -1:00
p.m.  Almost all of the dates will be Tuesdays and Thursdays. Here are some of
the dates:

Feb. 4, 6, 11, 12, 18, 25, and 27
Mar. 4, 6, 11, 13, 18, 25, and 27

April 8, 10, and 15

If there are any questions and/or wish to volunteer, please contact Clare Tucker
at (615) 747-5220 or e-mail at Clare.Tucker@state.tn.us

Prevention of Unwanted Pets (PUP)

In March the Nashville AGA Chapter is
sponsoring a drive for P. U. P., a small,
non-profit, all volunteer group that formed
in 1991 to help with the cost of spaying/
neutering companion pets.  Their goal is
to prevent unwanted litters of pets that
may end up being “dumped” or destroyed
because there simply are not enough
homes for all of them.

What They Do

They will pay part of the veterinarian fee
for spraying/neutering an individual’s cat
or dog.  Income must qualify for this as-
sistance. Their web site helps place a
cat or dog that needs a new home.

How Can We Help P. U. P.

By donations of doghouses, pet food and
cat litter. Monetary donations are tax-de-
ductible.  Please make all checks pay-
able to AGA and reference “PUP” on the
checks.  You can bring donations to the
April 2003 chapter meeting.

Should you have any questions, please
contact Tammy Thompson at (615) 747-
5219 or Tammy.Thompson@state.tn.us.

AGA’s Spring 2003 Formal Social Event will be a dinner cruise on the General Jack-
son Showboat on April 5, 2003.  We will rent a party room for one hour prior to the
social that will allow attendees to mix and mingle, and a cash bar will be provided.
Also to be included with the price of admission will be a three-course meal, a musi-
cal production of The Rhythm of the River, and a river cruise.  Tickets are regularly
priced at $62.50/ person (ticket), but AGA will subsidize a majority of that cost.
Therefore, the cost to AGA members will be $20/person (ticket).   AGA will subsidize
ticket prices for up to 150 people.

PROGRAM COMMITTEE

5:30 p.m.  – 6:00 p.m. Distribution of boarding passes at Opryland
6:00 p.m. Boarding at Opryland
6:00 p.m.  – 7:15 p.m. Reception/Heritage Hall (optional)
7:00 p.m. Call to Dinner
7:00 p.m.  – 7:30 p.m. Seating and Entrée Selection
7:15 p.m. Depart Dock
7:30 p.m.  – 9:00 p.m. Seated Dinner/Victorian Theater
9:00 p.m.  – 10:00 p.m. Evening Show/Victorian Theater
10:00 p.m. – 12:00 a.m. Post Cruise Reception/Outer Decks (optional)
10:25 p.m. Dock at Opryland and Offload
12:00 a.m. Final Offload

Checks for reservations (cash will also be accepted) should be made to AGA and
submitted to Karen Hale (401-7742, 14th Floor James K. Polk Bldg.), Michael Timme
(532-8539, 6th Floor Andrew Johnson Bldg.), or Art Alexander (401-7836, 15th Floor
James K. Polk Bldg.).  Please remember to write the member’s name on the check
(in the event that it is not clear who the member is).  The last day for reservations will
be Monday, February 24.  Boarding passes will be distributed prior to boarding at
Opryland.  Be an early bird and get on board!

NOTE TO AGA MEMBERS PLAN-
NING ON ATTENDING THE SPRING

SOCIAL

Smoking is not allowed in the Victo-
rian Theater, but will be allowed on the
outer decks and in the Heritage Hall.
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(Continued on page 8)

January CEC Meeting
Submitted by Elaine Anderson, Chapter
Secretary

The Nashville Area Chapter’s Executive
Committee met on Monday, January 13,
2003, in the 15th floor conference room of
the James K. Polk Building.  President
Jim Arnette called the meeting to order.
Committee members present were: Jim
Arnette, Dan Willis, Penny Austin, David
Sturtevant, Ann Collett, Margaret Walker,
Elaine Anderson, Karen Hale, Tammy
Farley, Julie Rogers, Will Hancock, Ma-
son Ball, Phil Carr, Ted Fellman, Beth
Pugh, Tommy Chester, and Gerry Boaz.
Alla Baranova was also in attendance,
reporting for Early Careers.

Jim Arnette passed around a thank you
note received from Paula Null.

Approval of Minutes
Will Hancock made a motion that the
December CEC minutes be approved as
published in the January newsletter.
Tammy Farley seconded the motion and
it passed.

National Dues Increase
Jim Arnette presented a letter from Will-
iam J. Anderson Jr., National AGA Presi-
dent, outlining the changes to AGA’s
membership categories and the dues in-
crease, which become effective April 1,
2003.

Nominating Committee
In order to be in compliance with AGA
Chapter by-laws, President Jim Arnette
rescinded his appointment of the nomi-
nating committee as reported in the De-
cember CEC minutes.  He then recom-
mended that the following persons serve
on the nominating committee for fiscal
year 2003-2004:  Phil Carr, Chair, Joe
Holzmer, Past Chapter President, Ted
Fellman, Ann Collett, and Tammy Farley.
David Sturtevant made a motion that the
recommendation for the nominating com-
mittee be approved.  Margaret Walker
seconded the motion and it passed.

Chapter Bylaws Update
Margaret Walker reported that Phil

Carr and Jim Arnette have reviewed the
revised local chapter bylaws and made
suggestions for changes.  Margaret is
also waiting for a response from the Na-
tional Bylaws Committee about language
to be included in the bylaws regarding
the new membership categories.  Once
all changes have been made, our bylaws
will be submitted to the national bylaws
committee for approval.  Once approved,
the bylaws will be submitted to the CEC
for their approval and then to the chapter
for approval by the general membership.

Committee Reports:
Community Service - Tammy Farley re-
ported taking seven boxes of Christmas
gifts and $130 cash to DCS for the After-
care Program.  She also sent around a
signup sheet for VITA and announced
there will be a VITA site at Alex Green
School on February 4th and 13th.

Finance – No report.

Treasurer’s Report - Penny Austin pre-
sented an Operating Statement for the
period ended December 31, 2002.  She
reported cash balances in the operating
account of $18,010.33 and the savings
account of $22,608.99.

Chapter Recognition – Phil Carr an-
nounced the current chapter points to be
approximately 16,500.

Meetings and Attendance - Julie Rogers
reported the January Chapter meeting is
a joint meeting with ASPA.  There are
currently 49 AGA and 6 ASPA members
signed up to attend Thursday’s meeting.
Larry Perry will give the invocation.  Julie
announced volunteers are needed to give
the invocation.

Education – Mason Ball presented a fi-
nancial report for the Federal Income Tax
Seminar held January 9.  The next semi-
nar scheduled is the AGA Winter Semi-
nar to be held at David Lipscomb,
Shamblin Theatre on February 13.  Sug-
gested topics to be covered will be SAS
99, auditor independence, the state lot-
tery, and data recovery.  The fee for this
seminar will be $50 for AGA members and

$75 for non-members.  There is a Gov-
ernmental Accounting Update Seminar
tentatively scheduled for April 23 and 24.
MTSU accounting professor, Dr. G. Rob-
ert “Smitty” Smith will instruct one day of
the seminar at a cost of $1,200.  Pre-
senters are still being secured for the
second day.  The fee for this seminar will
be $100 for AGA members and $125 for
non-members.

Jim Arnette announced that NASACT and
AGA will have a two-hour audio confer-
ence covering SAS 99 on February 19th

and suggested that the local chapter
sponsor the conference.  Ann Collett
made a motion that the local AGA spon-
sor the conference.  Penny Austin sec-
onded the motion and it passed.  Dan
Willis and Mason Ball will coordinate re-
serving a location for the conference and
publicizing the event.  Mason Ball will
announce the upcoming seminars and
conference at the January Chapter meet-
ing.

Programs – Karen Hale reported our
speaker this month, Saralee Terry
Woods, President of Bookman/
Bookwoman Used Books, will discuss
being an entrepreneur in Nashville.  She
also announced that Vice-Mayor, Howard
Gentry would be our speaker for Febru-
ary.  Karen presented information about
a dinner cruise on the General Jackson
for the Spring Social.  She was asked to
calculate the cost for reserving the Heri-
tage Room on the General Jackson and
purchasing 150 tickets for the dinner
cruise.  AGA members will pay $20 per
ticket.  The date is to be announced.
(Possibly April 5 or 12)  Information about
the dinner cruise will be e-mailed to CEC
members and a poll will be conducted to
determine how to proceed.  An announce-
ment will be made about this event at the
January Chapter meeting.

Awards - David Sturtevant presented cop-
ies of the Nashville Chapter Scholarship
Application Form and reported there are
six $1,000 scholarships and two $500
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scholarships available on the National
AGA web page.  The deadline for submit-
ting completed applications for 2002-2003
Local AGA scholarships is March 8,
2003.  David also announced the dead-
line for placing nominations for National
Awards is March 7.  He asked Dan Willis
to send out an e-mail requesting input
from Chapter Members for nominations.
David reported the local Chapter Service
Awards points are on the Local AGA web
page and asked that any errors be re-
ported to him.  David will make an an-
nouncement about scholarships at the
January Chapter meeting.

Newsletter – Will Hancock reported that
Friday, January 17 is the deadline for
submitting information for the February
newsletter.   Tommy Chester and Leigh
Anne Scheuerman will submit member
profiles for the February newsletter.

Membership - Ann Collett announced
dues renewals will be sent out February
1 and that memberships can be renewed
online.  Ann did not have current mem-
bership numbers but said we should have
an increase over the 458 members re-
ported in December.

CGFM – Gerry Boaz report the “brain-
storming session” for the CGFM exam
has been cancelled due to lack of inter-
est.  The CGFM Committee will make
this announcement at the Chapter meet-
ing on January 16.

Internet – No report.

Early Careers – Alla Baranova announced
the next career fair would be February
11th from 11a.m. to 5p.m. at the Fair-
grounds.

The next CEC meeting is scheduled for
Tuesday, February 18 in the 15th floor
conference room of the James K. Polk
Building.  The meeting was adjourned.

January Chapter Meeting
Submitted by Elaine Anderson, Chapter
Secretary

The Nashville Area Chapter held its
monthly meeting at the Cumberland Club
on Thursday, January 16, 2003.  Presi-
dent Jim Arnette called the meeting to
order.  He announced that 81 people
signed up to attend the chapter meeting
but, due to snow, the attendance was
much less.  This was to be a joint meet-
ing with ASPA.  Jim announced a joint
meeting with ASPA would try to be ar-
ranged later in the year.

Larry Perry offered the invocation.   The
minutes of the December Chapter meet-
ing were approved as printed in the Janu-
ary newsletter.  Jim Arnette introduced
persons at the head table.   One new
member and six member guests were
introduced.

Michael Timme introduced the guest
speaker, Ms. Saralee Terry Woods.  Ms.
Woods talked about how she came to
be a business owner in Nashville.  She
also provided the group with handouts on
“How to Buy Books” and “How to Identify
Modern First Editions.”

Tommy Chester, Past President of ASPA,
announced ASPA’s next educational func-
tion would be February 13 from 5 p.m. to
6:30 p.m. at the Avon Williams Campus
of TSU.  Participants will earn 1.8 hours
of CPE and the event is free.  He also
announced, for AGA’s Membership Com-
mittee, members can receive a $5 dis-
count on dues by renewing their mem-
bership online before February 28.

Mason Ball announced the AGA Winter
Seminar would be held at David Lipscomb
University, Shamblin Theatre on Febru-
ary 13.  On February 19, there will be a
two-hour audio conference on SAS 99 and
there will be a two day Governmental
Accounting Update Seminar covering the
topics on the CGFM exam in May.

David Sturtevant announced the AGA
scholarship applications are available on
the local AGA web site and that scholar-

ship packets will be sent to local colleges
and universities soon.  Completed appli-
cations are due March 8, 2003.

Gerry Boaz announced that the CGFM
brainstorming session has been can-
celled

Tammy Farley announced that AGA
would be sponsoring a VITA site at the
Downtown Public Library on Tuesdays
and Thursdays in February, March, and
April.  Anyone wishing to volunteer should
contact Clare Tucker.

Tammy Thompson won the $50 fishbowl
drawing.

Participants at today’s meeting worked
together to solve the January AGA puzzle.

The meeting was adjourned until Febru-
ary 20, 2003.

Member News

Welcome New Members

The following is a list of new members
who have recently joined.  The Nashville
Chapter offers them a warm welcome:

Rachelle Bunch, State of Tennessee
Paul Lamb, State of Tennessee

Sandra Strickland, State of Tennessee

New Member Sponsors

Thanks to the following members who
have sponsored new members and are
on their  way to earning prizes!:

Penny Austin
Georgeanne Martin

Ann Collett

If you know of fellow AGA mem-
bers who have obtained certifica-
tions, degrees, job accolades, pro-
motions, outside recognition or in-
volvement, or other similar type of
achievements, please contact Ann
Collett at (615) 253-2159 or e-mail
at Ann.Collett@state.tn.us.

(Continued from page 7)
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February Speaker
Howard C. Gentry, Jr., Vice Mayor for Metropolitan Govern-

ment, Nashville, TN

Howard C. Gentry, Jr. was elected in 2002 as vice mayor for Metropolitan Govern-
ment in Nashville, Tennessee, and has served as the past chairman of the Budget
and Finance Committee, as well as past president pro tempore of the Metro Council.
He is also the host of the Howard Gentry, Jr. Sports Show broadcast on WNSR
Radio Sports 56.  Vice Mayor Gentry has spent much of his professional career with
Tennessee State University (TSU) in various roles from the sports broadcaster for the
TSU Tigers, director of development, director of athletics, and executive director of
the TSU Foundation to the assistant vice president for technology and administra-
tion.  Earlier in his career, he worked at the Citizens Savings Bank and Trust, Citi-
zens Insurance Agency, and First American National Bank in a range of positions
from assistant branch manager, director of marketing, business development, and
personnel to the president and operating officer.

EDUCATION

Vice Mayor Gentry received a Bachelor of Science degree in Health and Physical
Education from TSU, attended the Nashville School of Law, and received a Master of
Arts in Education from TSU.

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS AND COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES

Current
Advisory Committee on Affordable Housing

Affordable Housing Resources Board of
Directors

Alive Hospice Board of Directors
Area Agency on Aging Council

Arthritis Foundation Advisory Board
Boy Scouts of America, Middle Tennessee

District Board of Directors
Catholic Charities of Tennessee Inc. Board of

Trustees
Eighteenth Avenue Enrichment Center Board of

Directors
First Baptist Church Capitol Hill Choir

Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity
Loews Vanderbilt Plaza Hotel Advisory Council

Masonic Lodge Prince Hall #1
NAACP

Nashville Sports Council Board of Directors
Nashville Sports Council, chairman, Govern-

ment Relations
Nashville Sportsman’s Club

National Society of Fundraising Executives
One Hundred Black Men of Middle Tennessee

Police Athletic League Board of Directors
State of Tennessee Sports Hall of Fame Board

of Directors
Senior Expo 2001, chairman

Tennessee State University Alumni Association,
life member

Former
American Cancer Society, past president, North

Nashville Unit
American Institute of Banking

Black Banker Association
Bordeaux Little League, founder

Boy Scouts of America, vice president of
Urban Scouting

Grand Jury Foreman, Davidson County Criminal
Court

Junior Chamber of Commerce
Nashville Urban League

National Association of Collegiate, director of
Athletics

Optimist Club of Middle Tennessee, past
president

Tennessee Minority Purchasing Council Casino
Night, co-chairman

Tennessee State University Foundation Board
of Trustees, chairman

United Way of Middle Tennessee – Strengthen-
ing Families Council

Member Profiles

Each month, space permitting, the news-
letter will profile members of our chapter.
This month, we are featuring Tom Chester,
one of our Membership Co-Chairs.

Thomas W. Chester

Tom is a career employee with the State of
Tennessee with 30 years of service, the last
24 with General Services.  Tom is currently
the Director of Financial Management for
DGS.  As the Fiscal Director, Tom is respon-
sible for the day to day fiscal management
of the department, which entails budgeting,
accounts payable, accounts receivable,
payroll, asset management, and financial
reporting for the $130 million yearly budget.

Tom received his Bachelor’s Degree in
Business Administration/Accounting from
Austin Peay State University in 1973.  He is
a 1994 Graduate of the Tennessee Gov-
ernment Executive Institute.  Tom became
a Certified Government Financial Manager
in 1995.  He earned a Master’s Degree in
Public Administration from Tennessee State
University in 1998.

Tom has been a member of AGA since 1983,
where he currently serves on the CEC.  Ad-
ditionally, he is the 2002-2003 Chair of the
STAAC (State of Tennessee Accounting Ad-
visory Committee); 2003 Vice-Chair of TGEI;
and the 2002-2003 President-Elect of the
Tennessee Chapter of the American Soci-
ety for Public Administration.  In his spare
time (ha-ha), he coaches Little League
Summer and Fall Baseball, and Winter
Basketball.

Tom’s wife, Betty, is a career state employee
as well, having worked in the Department
of Mental Health and Mental Retardation for
over 31 years.  They have one son, Drew,
who is 9 1/2 years old, and is a fourth grader
at Rutland Elementary in Wilson County.
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For Reservations
Call the receptionist at 747-5201.

Visit the Nashville Area Chapter’s web site at http://www.nashvilleaga.org.

Officers

Jim Arnette, President
(615) 401-7837
Jim.Arnette@state.tn.us

Phil Carr, President-elect
(615) 862-6100
phil.carr@nashville.gov

Margaret Walker, Immediate Past
President
(615) 741-9803
Margaret.Walker@state.tn.us

Elaine Anderson, Secretary
(615) 253-2035
Elaine.S.Anderson@state.tn.us

Penny Austin, Treasurer
(615) 401-7838
Penny.Austin@state.tn.us

Two-year Directors
Ted Fellman, Finance Chair
(615) 741-1104
Ted.Fellman@state.tn.us

Tammy Farley, Community Services
Co-Chair
(615) 747-5221
Tammy.Farley@state.tn.us

Jennifer McClendon, Early Careers Chair
(615) 401-7897
Jennifer.McClendon@state.tn.us

Tommy Chester, Membership Co-Chair
(615) 532-7272
Thomas.W.Chester@state.tn.us

Leigh Anne Scheuerman
(615) 862-6100
leigh.scheuerman@nashville.gov

One-year Directors
Mason Ball, Education Chair
(615) 747-5287
Mason.Ball@state.tn.us

Karen Hale, Program Co-chair
(615) 401-7742
Karen.B.Hale@state.tn.us

Mitzi Martin
(615) 862-6100
mitzi.martin@nashville.gov

Ann Collett, Membership Chair
(615) 253-2159
Ann.Collett@state.tn.us

Michael Timme, Program Co-chair
(615) 532-8539
Michael.Timme@state.tn.us

Will Hancock, Newsletter Chair
(615) 747-5293
Will.Hancock@state.tn.us

Committee Chairs
David Sturtevant, Awards Chair
(615) 401-7851
David.Sturtevant@state.tn.us

Gerry Boaz, CGFM Co-chair
(615) 747-5262
Gerry.Boaz@state.tn.us

Rebecca Barr, CGFM Co-Chair
(615) 741-9761
Rebecca.Barr@state.tn.us

Dan Willis, Internet Chair
(615) 747-5247
Daniel.Willis@state.tn.us

Julie Rogers, Meetings & Attendance
Co-Chair
(615) 747-5218
Julie.A.Rogers@state.tn.us

Clare Tucker, Meeting & Attendance
Co-Chair
(615) 747-5220
Clare.Tucker@state.tn.us

Beth Pugh, Community Service Co-Chair
(615) 532-8770
Beth.Pugh@state.tn.us


