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The President’s Message
by Jim Arnette

WONDERING IF THE SUN WILL EVER
SHINE AGAIN…

Will the sun ever shine again?  I am sure
it will.  But the weather in Nashville over
the last several weeks has been awful.
Weather systems bringing torrential rains
and snow keep blowing through the mid-
state.  While the snow has been beauti-
ful, it has not been kind to your chapter
president.  With each snow has come a
new challenge for me to overcome.  I have
had enough.  The bad weather is down-
right depressing.

While it is both troubling and ironic, con-
sidering the situation in Iraq, the Romans
named the month of March after Mars,
the Roman God of war.  However, I choose
to remain positive.  Better days are
ahead.  As the saying goes, “the month
of March comes in like a lion and goes
out like a lamb.”  As such, March signi-
fies the end of winter and new opportuni-
ties with the beginning of spring.  Ani-
mals end their hibernation, and plants and
flowers start to come alive.  March is a
period of transition.

AGA, like any successful organization
that strives to improve by seizing avail-
able opportunities and addressing stra-
tegic issues, is also in a period of transi-
tion.  A peer review performed on the na-
tional organization in 2002 started the ball
rolling for a total re-evaluation of the or-
ganization and the benefits and services
provided to its members.  The peer re-
view provided the basis for the National
Executive Committee to request a na-
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tive Director, Tennessee
County Services Association

11:30 a.m. - Cumberland Club
COST: $8.00 per member

Make your reservation with
the receptionist at

(615) 747-5201 by 4:30 p.m.
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Chapter Recognition Points YTD
(through 2/28/2003)

Leadership                                         3,750

Education                                    6,275

Certification                                  3,250

Communication                            5,499

Membership                                     950

Community Service                           1,800

Awards                                         200

Total points YTD                    21,724

Chapter Goal = 10,000

Congratulations on achieving the
Platinum Chapter Designation!

tional dues increase.  As you know, the
dues increase was passed and becomes
effective April 1, 2003.

Membership and chapter surveys were
also administered in 2002.  Many of you
may have participated.  The results of
these surveys will help the national orga-
nization to focus on those areas that AGA
members consider to be of highest prior-
ity and benefit.  AGA will attempt to en-
sure that sufficient resources are avail-
able to fund those priorities.

The survey results contained some inter-
esting demographic information regard-
ing AGA and its members.  The survey
also identified some issues that AGA
members face on a daily basis.  Here is
a sample of some of the survey informa-
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News from National

New Scholarship Opportunity Available for AGA Members

Rutgers University has created a scholarship program for
AGA members interested in earning the CGFM certification
and an advanced degree in government financial manage-

ment, which is now completely available online. Rutgers will commit $25,000 over a
two-year period, with five students receiving $2,000 each in the first year. For more
information, contact AGA Director of Education Linda Martin- Latham, MA, at
800.AGA.7211 x 209, or at llatham@agacgfm.org. Check www.Gov-
maccy.rutgers.edu for additional information about admission, curriculum, program
requirements and faculty.

Free CPE Now Available

In partnership with IBM Business Consulting Services and
Netcertification, AGA is now offering an opportunity to
earn FREE CPE! Utilizing a recent radio broadcast from
the Business of Government Hour program, you can ac-
cess a four-part series discussing “Conversations About
Management.”

Additional details can be found at http://www.agacgfm.org/academy/index.htm.

Call for Nominations - AGA National Awards

April 4, 2003 is the deadline to submit nominations for AGA’s National Awards which
will be presented at the 52nd Annual Professional Development Conference in Chi-
cago, IL. We encourage you to nominate individuals for the variety of national awards
that AGA offers. Questions - Contact Sebrina Bridgers at sbridgers@agacgfm.org.

Additional details can be found at http://www.agacgfm.org/about/a_awards.htm.

AGA’s National Officer Slate for 2003-2004 Has Been Ratified

AGA’s National Bylaws and Procedures Committee has ratified the National Nomi-
nating Committee slate of 2003-2004 National Officers!  We are pleased to announce
that effective July1, 2003, Bobby Derrick, CGFM, a member of AGA’s Indianapolis
Chapter, will serve as National President-Elect and Jeanne Erwin, a member of AGA’s
North Carolina Triangle Chapter, will serve as National Treasurer-Elect.

The full list of officers, including Senior Vice Presidents for Regional Services for
Sections I and IV and Regional Vice Presidents-Elect can be viewed online at http:/
/www.agacgfm.org/membership/downloads/Slate20032004.pdf.

tion that I thought worthy of mention:

• Fifty percent of AGA members come
from state and local governments.  The
federal government makes up 37% of
the membership.  This is interesting to
me and indicates a significant change
in the demographics of our membership
in recent years.

• Almost 50% of AGA members hold the
CGFM certification.

• Almost 40% of AGA members work in
the auditing arena.  Accounting comes
in second at 27%.  Information system
folks like me represent a measly 3%.

• Sixty-four percent of members pay their
own dues.  Don’t we know it?

• Ninety-four percent felt that AGA mem-
bership was valuable and would recom-
mend membership to a colleague.
Networking was the number one ben-
efit of membership.  However, I found it
interesting that most people said they
joined AGA because of the CGFM pro-
gram.

• In terms of chapter involvement, 63%
said that they were too busy to partici-
pate in chapter activities.  Fortunately,
no one from the Nashville Chapter re-
sponded to that effect.

• Only 7% of AGA’s 16,000 members at-
tend AGA national conferences.  This
is a very low percentage.  Most respon-
dents said that they do not attend be-
cause their employers will not pay.

• In terms of issues affecting member-
ship, first and foremost is the issue of
constantly shrinking budgets that affect
training.  This hits close to home.  Ev-
erybody is being asked to do more with
less.  The overall lack of management
support of AGA is also an issue.  This
is disturbing.  As members of AGA we
need to work to try and change that
mentality.

• Last, respondents want AGA to offer
cheaper CPE and they want to keep
membership dues low.  They also want
the national office to lower expenses.

(Continued on page 3)

The President’s Message

(Continued from page 1)

“You’ve got to do your own growing, no matter
how tall your grandfather was.”

-Irish Proverb
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The President’s Message

(Continued from page 2)

The results of the surveys are food for
thought as we go forward in the Nashville
Chapter.  Local chapters and the national
organization need to use this valuable
information to continue to transition to-
wards an organization that listens to the
needs of its members and takes action
to address those needs.  If you wish to
see the detailed results of the member-
ship survey, go to www.agacgfm.org/
membership/aga_nbd.htm.

And finally, there will be a leadership
change at national.  AGA’s executive di-
rector, Charlie Culkin, has announced his
retirement.  Charlie intends on staying
with AGA through the July PDC.  A search
committee is being formed to find his re-
placement.  If anyone is interested in
applying, check our national website for
more information.

Sometimes the month of March feels like
winter.  Sometimes it feels like spring.
There are as many blustery, windy days
as there are mild, sunny ones.  I am ready
for the sunny ones.  See you at the March
luncheon meeting, and happy St.
Patrick’s Day!

Chapter Leadership for 2003-2004

In accordance with AGA Nashville Chapter Bylaws, a Committee was recently formed
with the responsibility of selecting candidates for officers and directors for the 2003-
2004 year.  The members of the Nominating Committee were Phil Carr, President-
elect and Chairperson, Ann Collett, Tammy Farley, Ted Fellman, and Joe Holzmer.

We are pleased to announce the following individuals as candidates for Chapter
leadership positions:

Officers

Melinda Parton, President-elect
Rachel Banks, Secretary

Angela McElrath-Prosser, Treasurer

Two Year Directors

Gerry Boaz
Melvin Jones

Beth Pendergrass
Allen Staley

Tammy Thompson

Each nominee has indicated his or her willingness to serve.  The Chapter Executive
Committee unanimously accepted these nominations at their February meeting.

Independent nominations will be accepted by Phil Carr through March 15, 2003.  A
nomination must be accompanied by a petition containing signatures of at least fifty
members, and the candidate must indicate his or her willingness to serve.

In the event there are additional nominations, an election will follow.  If there are no
other nominations, the nominees listed above will be certified without ballot.

NOTE TO MEMBERS

In an effort to reduce printing costs,
we are encouraging all members
able to do so to accept the newslet-
ter electronically.  The newsletter is
made available on the Chapter web
site every month in PDF format, and
e-mail notification of the release is
sent to each member we currently
have an e-mail address for.

If you are willing to be removed
from the printed newsletter distribu-
tion list, please contact Will
Hancock at (615) 747-5293 or via e-
mail at Will.Hancock@state.tn.us.

Help wanted!!  No experience required!!

How can you get more out of your AGA membership?  Participation on a
chapter committee is a great way to get to know other members while demon-
strating your organizational or leadership skills.  Have no talents?  That’s not
possible - join a committee and discover how talented you really are.  Partici-
pation on a committee does not require an extensive time commitment.  The
committees currently established are Awards, CGFM, Community Service,
Early Careers, Education, Finance and Administration, Internet, Meetings and
Attendance, Membership, Newsletter, and Program.  Contact the current com-
mittee chair or any CEC member for more information on how you can become
more active in your chapter.



Page 4 Nashville NotesNashville Area Chapter—Association of Government Accountants

Committee News

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

2003 - 2004 MEMBERSHIPS

Members can expedite their dues renewal online via the password protected mem-
bers only section of the AGA website.  Access the AGA website at http://
www.agacgfm.org.  Login using your membership ID number and password (your
first initial followed by your last name - no spaces), click on your name in the top left
hand corner of the screen and click on the ‘Renew My Dues’ button.  Your dues
renewal fees will automatically appear (this will include your CGFM renewal if appli-
cable).  All you have to do is input your credit card information and hit ‘Submit.’  The
transaction will automatically process via our secure server and the updated renewal
information will be automatically updated in AGA’s in-house membership system.

While you are logged into the members only site, be sure to take a look at your
contact information and make any updates as necessary (such as a new email
address and/or phone number).

If you have any questions, please contact the membership staff at 1.800.242.7211
and or agamembers@agacgfm.org.

The Nashville chapter will have a drawing for 2 $25 prizes out of all the
members who pay their dues by the March 31 deadline!

The membership dues have been increased effective April 1, 2003.  The Nashville
Chapter fee is still $5.  The fees below include that $5.

Full government member - $95
Full private sector member - $155

Early Career member - $50
Student member - $35
Retired member - $35

Mark Your Calendar!

March 17, 2003

CEC Meeting
11:30 a.m.
15th Floor Conf. Room
James K. Polk Building

Deadline for making
reservations for the March
Luncheon Meeting

March 20, 2003

Chapter Luncheon Meeting
11:30 a.m.
Cumberland Club
Speaker: Robert M.
Wormsley, Executive
Director, TCSA

April 5, 2003

AGA Spring Social
General Jackson Showboat

April 18, 2003

Chapter Luncheon Meeting
11:30 a.m.
Cumberland Club
Speaker: William J.
Anderson, Jr., Manager of
Professional Programs,
GAO

April 26, 2003

4th Annual Country Music
Marathon and 1/2 MarathonMEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

CAN IT BE MARCH ALREADY!!!!!!?!?!?!!?!?!

Our chapter goal for the year set by National, is 100 and we’ve got 30 new members as of February.  70 to go!  We’re already
ahead of last year’s new member total of 27 and we still have until April 30.  But April 30 will be here before we know it!!!!  Invite
a potential member to attend a luncheon as a guest of the chapter (they only have to pay the $8 member price instead of the full
$14) and hand them an application or membership packet.  And remember, people do not have to be “accountants” to be
members.  AGA applies to individuals working in information systems, budget, grants management, consulting, academia, and
various program management fields.

Be sure to have the person you are sponsoring include your name and membership number, if possible, on the application, so
that you will receive proper credit both at the local chapter level and at the national office level.

There are membership recruitment packets available locally.  If you would like some of these, need your membership number,
or have questions, contact Ann at Ann.Collett@state.tn.us or Tommy Chester at Thomas.W.Chester@state.tn.us.   The appli-
cation can also be obtained through the website at http://www.nashvilleaga.org.
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Committee News (Cont.)

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

RECRUIT! RECRUIT! RECRUIT! RECRUIT! RECRUIT!

Grand Prize!  A drawing will be held at the May luncheon to give away $100!
For every new member you sponsor your name will go into the drawing one
time.  So the more members you sponsor, the more chances you have!  This
way, even someone who just sponsors one new member has a shot at claim-
ing $100!

For every 4 members you sponsor, you will get $50!!!!!

For every 2 members you sponsor you will receive a certificate for a free chapter
luncheon.

For every new member you sponsor, you will earn 2 points for for the Chapter Ser-
vice Drawing (the National PDC give-away). In 2003 it’s in Chicago!!!

You can also win prizes through the national office of AGA!  The national campaign
“Team REAP- Recruit and Retain Essential Accountability Professionals” will award
a variety of prizes.   This includes a drawing for a trip for two anywhere in the Conti-
nental U.S., Alaska, Hawaii or the Caribbean.  Each time you recruit you increase
your chance of winning.

Contact Ann at ann.collett@state.tn.us or Tommy Chester at
thomas.w.chester@state.tn.us if you have questions.

CGFM COMMITTEE

CGFM Committee News

The committee plans to continue offering a free lunch for those passing the exams, disbursing brochures at meetings to extol
the virtues of becoming a CGFM certificate holder, and providing notice of training relevant to CGFM exam content. The committee’s
near-term plan for this year will be to expand last year’s brainstorming session into formal training for individuals who plan to take
the CGFM exams. The purpose of these sessions will be to assist the AGA members who plan to sit for the CGFM exams by
discussing the various topical areas of the three exams.  The formal training is tentatively scheduled for May 2003.  All members
interested in participating in this training should contact the committee co-chairs, Gerry Boaz (Gerry.Boaz@state.tn.us) or
Rebecca Barr (Rebecca.Barr@state.tn.us).

Free Lunch for Those Passing the CGFM Exam

The CGFM Committee is continuing its program to congratulate those individuals passing the CGFM exams by offering lunch
certificates that are good for a free lunch at any AGA luncheon meeting.  If you passed the CGFM exams during September 2001
– March 2003 and have not received a lunch certificate, please contact Gerry Boaz (Gerry.Boaz@state.tn.us) or Rebecca Barr
(Rebecca.Barr@state.tn.us).

For all individuals interested in taking the CGFM exams, please review eligibility requirements for sitting for the exam on the
AGA website (http://www.agacgfm.org/cgfm/cgfm_profexp.htm).

The Department of Personnel includes the CGFM certification in the list of certifications eligible for a one-step salary increase.
A salary increase may be granted to employees of the State of Tennessee if the certification is obtained by passing the exams.
To be certain that you qualify for the salary increase, obtain approval from your supervisor and the Department of Personnel
before sitting for the exams.  For specific details see the Department of Personnel Policy #90-031 (10/10/90) amended March
23, 1999.

For new members: Don’t forget that as
an extra incentive to attend chapter lun-
cheon meetings, the chapter will do a
cash prize drawing at year-end based on
attendance.  Each time a new member
attends, his or her name will be put into
the drawing!!

You have the March and April meetings
left that can add to your chances in the
drawing!!

http://www.agacgfm.org/member-
ship/m_services.htm

This link takes you to the Member
Services section of the National AGA
website.  Some of the things you can
do there include: submit an address
change, renew your membership on-
line, sign up a new member, print ap-
plications, and find out additional in-
formation about AGA.  Check out the
“10 Great Reasons to Join AGA.”

There are membership materials avail-
able locally.  If you would like some of
these, need your membership num-
ber, or have questions, contact Ann
Collett at ann.collett@state.tn.us or
contact Tommy Chester at
thomas.w.chester@state.tn.us.
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Committee News (Cont.)

Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA)

COMMUNITY SERVICE COMMITTEE

ARE YOU NEAR THE DOWNTOWN LIBRARY?

VITA will be held this year at the Downtown Library.

We are requesting that AGA members who are in this area volunteer.

• Ron will be there to help on and off.
• There will be someone there to provide assistance at all times.

We will need volunteers in February, March, and April between 11:30 a.m. -1:00
p.m.  Almost all of the dates will be Tuesdays and Thursdays. Here are some of
the dates:

Feb. 4, 6, 11, 12, 18, 25, and 27
Mar. 4, 6, 11, 13, 18, 25, and 27

April 8, 10, and 15

If there are any questions and/or wish to volunteer, please contact Clare Tucker
at (615) 747-5220 or e-mail at Clare.Tucker@state.tn.us

Prevention of Unwanted Pets (PUP)

In March the Nashville AGA Chapter is sponsoring a drive for P. U. P., a small, non-
profit, all volunteer group that formed in 1991 to help with the cost of spaying/neuter-
ing companion pets.  Their goal is to prevent unwanted litters of pets that may end
up being “dumped” or destroyed because there simply are not enough homes for all
of them.

What They Do

They will pay part of the veterinarian fee for spraying/neutering an individual’s cat or
dog.  Income must qualify for this assistance. Their web site helps place a cat or dog
that needs a new home.

How Can We Help P. U. P.?

By donating doghouses, pet food, cat litter and money. Monetary donations are tax-
deductible.  Please make all checks payable to AGA and reference “PUP” on the
checks.  Your donations can be taken to approved drop sites.  Contact Tammy
Thompson at either 615-747-5219 or Tammy.Thompson@state.tn.us, Diana Cavender
at either 615-532-9145 or Diana.Cavender@state.tn.us, or Beth Pugh at either 615-
532-8770 or, Beth.Pugh@state.tn.us.  You can also bring donations to the March
2003 chapter meeting

Should you have any questions, please contact Tammy Thompson at (615) 747-
5219 or Tammy.Thompson@state.tn.us.

Country Music Marathon and 1/2
Marathon

It’s time to organize volunteers for the 4th

Annual Country Music Marathon & ½
Marathon.  This year the marathon will
be held on Saturday, April 26th.  The run-
ners will begin at West End Avenue near
Centennial Park and wind through down-
town until they finish at the Coliseum. The
race route will be lined with 28 entertain-
ers featuring more than 50 marching
bands.  Twenty-eight local high school
cheerleading squads will also participate
in a “Spirit on the Course” competition.

Over 4000 volunteers are needed to help
on the day of the marathon and with ac-
tivities leading up to the marathon.  Vol-
unteers receive a free T-shirt and ticket
to the post-race concert.  Diamond Rio
headlines this year’s post-race concert
at Gaylord Entertainment Center with
Rebecca Lynn Howard opening the show.

The Country Music Marathon and ½
Marathon benefits the Leukemia and Lym-
phoma Society through their Team In
Training program.  To date, the Music City
Marathon and ½ Marathon has netted
over $6 million for The Leukemia and Lym-
phoma Society.  The fundraising goal for
the 2003 event is $5 million.  In the first
three years, the Country Music Marathon
and ½ Marathon had an economic im-
pact on Nashville of $15 million in direct
spending associated with the participants
and fans.

AGA has the opportunity to sponsor our
own water booth or any number of other
activities as a group.  Individual volunteer
opportunities are also available.  Watch
for an e-mail detailing volunteer opportu-
nities or for more information please con-
tact Jennifer McClendon at
Jennifer.Mcclendon@state.tn.us.
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Committee News (Cont.)

PROGRAM COMMITTEE

The Program Committee is gearing up for
a summer social event. A picnic is
planned for AGA members and families
in May, and we are looking for members
that are willing to get involved.  Since time
is of the essence, we need to start get-
ting organized and making decisions. If
you are interested, please complete the
survey in this newsletter and return to
Karen Hale or Art Alexander by March
14, 2003.  We would like to thank you in
advance for your participation.

AWARDS COMMITTEE

SCHOLARSHIP DEADLINES AP-
PROACHING:

AGA is offering several scholarships at
the National level.   The National scholar-
ships are available for AGA members,
family members and nonmembers.  Sev-
eral scholarships are available which in-
clude awards to high school students,
high school graduates, college under-
graduates and college graduate students.
The deadline for application submission
for these National scholarships is April
4, 2003.  Copies of the National scholar-
ship applications can be obtained for the
National website at http://
www.agacgfm.org.

NEWSLETTER ITEMS?

Please call the Newsletter Chair, Will
Hancock, at (615) 747-5293 or FAX at
(615) 532-2765, with any member news
or other items for the newsletter.  You
may also e-mail newsletter items to:

Will.Hancock@state.tn.us

Please have information and articles
for the newsletter turned in by the
third Friday of each month.

Additionally, any newsletter corrections
should be brought to the attention of the
Newsletter Chair at the e-mail address
above.

Member Profiles

Each month, space permitting, the news-
letter will profile members of our chapter.
This month, we are featuring Leigh Anne
Scheuerman, one of our Directors on the
Chapter Executive Committee (CEC).

Leigh Anne Scheuerman

Leign Anne Scheuerman is a Finance Of-
ficer III at Metro Government Finance De-
partment - Division of Accounts.  She
started with Metro in 1998 as an Internal
Auditor.  She has been a member of AGA
since 1998, and is currently serving on
the CEC.

Prior to working with Metro Government,
she was a Commercial Lender in the
banking industry.  Leigh Anne received
her BBA degree in Finance from Belmont
University and her Masters in Public Ad-
ministration from Cumberland University.

She has two cats, Zeus and Hera. She
enjoys running, traveling, scrapbooking,
and reading.

Recently,  Leigh Anne attended a taping
of Wheel of Fortune at the Grand Old
Opry.  She was one of ten people picked
from the audience to audition for the show.
As luck would have it, she won the audi-
tion and participated in the show which
aired in February.

Member News

Welcome New Members

The following is a list of new members
who have recently joined.  The Nashville
Chapter offers them a warm welcome:

Nikolas Alexiades, State of Tennessee
Larry Cozart

Gregory Hawkins, State of Tennessee
Glen Hughes, State of Tennessee
Laurel Hunter, State of Tennessee

Karen St. Clair, Kraft CPAs
Melissa Wilson, State of Tennessee

New Member Sponsors

Thanks to the following members who
have sponsored new members and are
on their  way to earning prizes!:

Georganne Martin
Connie Edde
Alla Baranova

New Member Sponsors

Here’s the current tally on numbers of
members sponsored:

Georganne Martin – 4 –
(our first $50 winner)
Pat Wright –3
Alla Baranova – 2
Leigh Scheuerman – 2
Kathy Anderson – 1
Susan Irby – 1
Carrie Cook – 1
Kim Dorsey – 1
Elaine Anderson – 1
Melissa Wright – 1
Amy Czerwinski – 1
Deborah Loveless –1
Robyn Probus –1
Charles Harrison –1
Penny Austin –1
Connie Edde –1

Please contact Ann Collett at
Ann.Collett@state.tn.us if you feel there
are any errors in this listing.

If you know of fellow AGA mem-
bers who have obtained certifica-
tions, degrees, job accolades, pro-
motions, outside recognition or in-
volvement, or other similar type of
achievements, please contact Ann
Collett at (615) 253-2159 or e-mail
at Ann.Collett@state.tn.us.
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AGA SUMMER SOCIAL MAY 2003

Although Mr. Winter is teasing us with predictions of snow and ice, the Program Com-
mittee is gearing up for a summer social event. A picnic is planned for AGA members
and families in May, and we are looking for members that are willing to get involved.
Whether you are new to the organization or are a long-standing member, we need you.
We know that there are several people who are talented in the areas of coordination,
organization, and preparation, and we want to give you the opportunity to demonstrate
that talent. Since time is of the essence, we need to start getting organized and making
decisions. If you are interested, please review and mark your choice of committees
from the options listed below and return to Karen Hale, Michael Timme, or Art Alexander
by 4:00 p.m. on Friday, March 7, 2003.  We would like to thank you in advance for your
participation.

Committee Selection:

_____ Logistics – coordination of announcements, decorations, location and corre-
sponding requirements, program (if any), and logistics budget

_____ Food Preparation - coordination of food list, purchase, delivery, and preparation
budget

_____ Chef – prepare and cook the food

_____  Activities/Networking – coordination of activities (i.e., softball, volleyball, games
for children), name tags, and activities budget

_____ Clean Up – coordination of trash bags for debris, containers for leftovers, clean
up of grill, shelter, tables, and clean-up budget

Member Signature
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 Meeting Minutes

(Continued on page 10)

February CEC Meeting
Submitted by Elaine Anderson, Chapter
Secretary

The Nashville Area Chapter’s Executive
Committee met on Tuesday, February 18,
2003, in the 15th floor conference room of
the James K. Polk Building.  President
Jim Arnette called the meeting to order.
Committee members present were: Jim
Arnette, Penny Austin, David Sturtevant,
Ann Collett, Margaret Walker, Elaine
Anderson, Karen Hale, Julie Rogers, Will
Hancock, Phil Carr, Ted Fellman, Beth
Pugh, Jennifer McClendon, and Gerry
Boaz.  Bertha DeWees was also in at-
tendance, reporting for Education.

Approval of Minutes
A motion was made by David Sturtevant
that the January 2003 CEC minutes be
approved as published in the February
2003 newsletter.  Jennifer McClendon
seconded the motion and it passed.

National News
Jim Arnette handed out copies of the AGA
2002 Membership Survey Executive
Summary.  Members can review the re-
sults of this survey at: http://
www.agacg fm.org /membersh ip /
aga_nbd.htm.

Jim also announced that the National
Executive Director, Charles Culkin, is re-
tiring in July 2003.

Nominating Committee
Phil Carr thanked those who served on
the nominating committee -  Phil Carr,
Chair, Joe Holzmer, Past Chapter Presi-
dent, Ted Fellman, Ann Collett, and
Tammy Farley.  The nominating commit-
tee submitted the following nominees to
serve on the CEC for 2003-2004; Phil Carr,
President; Melinda Parton, President-
elect; Rachel Banks, Secretary; Angela
McElrath Prosser, Treasurer; and the fol-
lowing as Board Members: Gerry Boaz,
Melvin Jones, Beth Pendergrass, Allen
Staley, and Tammy Thompson.  Marga-
ret Walker moved that the recommenda-
tion of the nominating committee for
2003-2004 officers and directors be ap-
proved.  Penny Austin seconded the

motion and it passed.  Additional nomi-
nations for officers and directors may be
submitted through March 15, 2003.  A pe-
tition containing 50 AGA member signa-
tures must accompany each nomination.
Phil Carr will announce the nominated
slate of officers and directors at the Chap-
ter meeting on Thursday, February 20.

Chapter Bylaws Update
Margaret Walker reported that a draft of
the new Nashville Chapter Bylaws has
been submitted to the National Bylaws
Committee.  Language dealing with the
new member categories resulting from the
recent National dues increase was not
included in the draft since National has
not yet defined the categories.

Committee Reports:
Finance – No report.

Treasurer’s Report - Penny Austin pre-
sented an Operating Statement for the
period ended January 31, 2003.  She re-
ported cash balances in the operating
account of $14,001.76 and the savings
account of $22,608.99.  Penny reported
that SunTrust Bank is now charging a $15
maintenance fee per month for business
accounts with balances less than
$25,000.  SunTrust has agreed to waive
the fee for January.  After some discus-
sion, Ted Fellman made a motion that
the CEC delegate to Penny Austin the
authority to move the savings balance in
SunTrust Bank to a bank and account
type that would be most beneficial to
AGA.  Jennifer McClendon seconded the
motion and it passed.

Chapter Recognition – Phil Carr an-
nounced the current chapter points to be
21,724.

Meetings and Attendance - Julie Rogers
reported 57 persons have signed up to
attend Thursday’s meeting.  Scarlet
Sneed will give the invocation.  Due to
the snowstorm on the day of the January
Chapter meeting, the joint meeting with
ASPA did not take place.  The commit-
tee is trying to reschedule the joint meet-
ing with ASPA in the spring.  Jim Arnette
reported that due to the unusual weather

conditions on January 16, 2003, an e-mail
vote of the CEC was taken to determine
if the local AGA should absorb the cost
of the meal for persons who did not at-
tend the January meeting.  Jim an-
nounced the vote was overwhelmingly in
favor of AGA absorbing the cost.

Education – Bertha DeWeese reported
that the Winter AGA Seminar was a big
success.  There were 145 persons in at-
tendance with gross proceeds of $7,425.
The expenses were $2,663 for a profit of
$4,762.

Programs – Karen Hale reported our
speaker this month is Vice-Mayor,
Howard Gentry.  The speaker for March
has cancelled so the committee asked
for recommendations.  Karen announced
that 74 persons have signed up for the
social on the General Jackson.  She will
make an announcement about the social
at the Chapter Meeting on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 20, 2003.  Jim Arnette announced
that an e-mail vote was taken of the CEC
that the Local AGA subsidize the cost
per ticket for the spring social in the
amount of $42.50 per person.  The chap-
ter will subsidize the cost for up to 150
members and guests.  This would result
in an increase to the original budget of
$3,375.  Jim announced the vote was
overwhelmingly in favor of AGA subsidiz-
ing the cost and amending the budget.
Jim asked for a volunteer to organize a
picnic in the spring (possibly May) for
AGA.  Anyone interested should contact
Jim.  Karen also announced that Gover-
nor Bredson is tentatively scheduled as
our speaker for the May Chapter meet-
ing.

Awards - David Sturtevant reported the
committee has not received any scholar-
ship applications as yet.  David also an-
nounced the deadline for placing nomi-
nations for National Awards has been
changed to April 4, 2003 and the Awards
committee will submit a slate of prospec-
tive nominees at the CEC meeting in
March.  David also announced that the
scholarships will be presented in April and
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 Meeting Minutes (Cont.)

February Chapter Meeting
Submitted by Elaine Anderson, Chapter
Secretary

The Nashville Area Chapter held its
monthly meeting at the Cumberland Club
on Thursday, February 20, 2003.  Presi-
dent Jim Arnette called the meeting to
order.

Scarlet Sneed offered the invocation.   The
minutes of the January Chapter meeting
were approved as printed in the February
newsletter.  Jim Arnette introduced per-
sons at the head table and eight mem-
ber guests were introduced.

Phil Carr presented the following nomi-
nees, which were unanimously approved
at the February CEC Meeting, for the
2003-2004 Chapter Executive Commit-
tee:  Melinda Parton, President-elect;
Rachel Banks, Secretary; Angela
McElrath Prosser, Treasurer; and the fol-
lowing as Board Members to serve a two
year term: Gerry Boaz, Melvin Jones,
Beth Pendergrass, Allen Staley, and
Tammy Thompson.  Local Chapter By-
laws allow for additional nominations from
the membership.  To nominate an indi-
vidual, obtain their approval and submit
the nominees name along with fifty Chap-
ter members’ signatures to Phil Carr by
March 15, 2003.  If additional nominations
are not received, the nominees listed will
be elected without a ballot.  If additional
nominations are received, the election will
be conducted by ballot.

Karen Hale announced the Spring Social,
a dinner cruise on the General Jackson,
April 5, 2003.  Boarding passes must be
picked up between 5:30 and 6:00.  There
will be a reception in Heritage Hall before
dinner and again after the cruise from
10:25 until midnight.  The first call for din-
ner will be at 7 o’clock and the boat will
return to dock around 10:25.  The cost is
$20 per person.  AGA members may in-
vite one guest.  Please make checks
payable to AGA and submit to Karen Hale,
Art Alexander, or Michael Timme by Feb-
ruary 24, 2003.

Art Alexander announced that volunteers
are needed to plan and organize an AGA
Family Picnic to be held this spring.  The
event is free for all AGA members and
their families.  Contact Art Alexander if
interested in assisting with this event.

David Sturtevant announced completed
applications for the William R. Snodgrass
and Fawn Ellis Scholarships are due
March 8, 2003.  Scholarship applications
are available on the local AGA web site.
The scholarships will be awarded at the
April Chapter meeting.

Tammy Thompson announced that AGA
is sponsoring a drive for P.U.P (Preven-
tion of Unwanted Pets) during the month
of March.  Donations of doghouses, pet
food, cat litter, and cash will be accepted
at the March Chapter Meeting.  Make
checks payable to AGA and reference
PUP.

Karen Hale introduced the guest speaker,
Howard C. Gentry, Jr., Vice Mayor of
Metropolitan Nashville Davidson County.
Mr. Gentry talked about growing up in
Nashville and how the values instilled in
him by his parents prepared him for the
work he does today.  He also talked about
his dedication to government service, and
his vision for the future of Nashville.

Donna Duarte won the $25 fishbowl draw-
ing.

Ron Anderson provided the solution to the
February AGA puzzle.

The meeting was adjourned until March
20, 2003.

(Continued from page 9)

the Chapter Service Award will be pre-
sented in May.

Newsletter – Will Hancock reported that
Friday, February 21 is the deadline for
submitting information for the March 2003
newsletter.  David Sturtevant will submit
a member profile for the March newslet-
ter.

Membership - Ann Collett reported na-
tional dues renewals have been mailed.
Members must renew by February 28,
2003 to receive the $5 discount.  Mem-
bers paying their dues by March 31 will
have their names entered in a drawing for
a cash prize.  Ann announced the mem-
bership at January 31, 2003 was 467 and
encouraged the CEC to continue to re-
cruit new members.  The committee is
working on a recruiting letter for State fis-
cal officers who are not members of AGA.
A letter is also being prepared for local
government finance officials.

CGFM – No report

Community Service – Beth Pugh reported
the community service project for March
is PUP (Prevention of Unwanted Pets.)
Tammy Thompson will make an an-
nouncement about this at the Chapter
meeting on Thursday, February 20, 2003.
The project for April will be the Country
Music Marathon.

Internet – No report.

Early Careers – Jennifer McClendon re-
ported that four AGA members attended
the “Nashville Area College to Careers
Fair” on February 11th.  She reported that
students were more interested in hand-
ing out resumes than receiving informa-
tion about AGA membership.  She re-
ported the committee would discuss pos-
sible new ways of recruiting students.

The next CEC meeting is scheduled for
Monday, March 17 in the 15th floor con-
ference room of the James K. Polk Build-
ing.  The meeting was adjourned.
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March Speaker
William M. Wormsley, Execu-

tive Director, Tennessee
County Services Association

Robert M. Wormsley, a native of Campbell
County, Tennessee, is executive director
of Tennessee County Services Associa-
tion (TSCA). TCSA is a non-partisan,
non-profit public interest group. It is com-
prised of officials from Tennessee’s 95
counties including county executives,
county highway officials and county com-
missioners.

Prior to assuming the TCSA executive di-
rector position in January, 1993, Mr.
Wormsley had served as executive direc-
tor of the University of Tennessee’s
County Technical Assistance Services
and was employed by the Tennessee
Department of Revenue before joining U.T.

He is a graduate of Cumberland College
in Williamsburg, Kentucky, where he re-
ceived a Bachelor of Science degree in
Accounting and Sociology. He is also a
member of the Board of Trustees of the
Tennessee Consolidated Retirement Sys-
tem, a member of the State Insurance
Committee, a member of the Board of
Directors of the TCSA Loan Program, a
member of the Government Data Pro-
cessing Corporation. He is active in sev-
eral state and national organizations
which address local government issues.

Congratulations and thanks to all of you who have helped to promote and support the
CGFM designation!  Our statistics reflect your advocacy of the CGFM Program.
From providing CGFM ribbons for your members’ name tags at monthly meetings, to
providing rebates for individuals taking their CGFM exams, to celebrating a member’s
passing the CGFM examination, you have brought to the attention of your member-
ship the value of the CGFM Program.

During the last nine months of fiscal year 2002-03 the number of applicants for the
CGFM Program has increased by 20% and the number of CGFM holders has in-
creased 100% over the numbers for all of fiscal year 2001-2002.  Most importantly,
our CGFM renewal rate for 2002 is 95%!

We look forward to your continued support of the CGFM Program - it will continue to
grow and prosper only if you continue your advocacy and support.  We want to
especially thank the individuals who took the leadership roll along with the AGA
chapter leadership in Idaho, Washington, and Missouri.  Their persistence and hard
work resulted in successfully having state departments and/or legislators formally
recognize the CGFM designation.  Those of you who are interested in following in
your colleagues’ footsteps can call them for information and support - Ms Angie
Billings in Idaho (208.334.2882 or abillings@dfm.state.id.us), Ms Vandee DeVore in
Missouri (573.522.5863 or devorv@mail.oa.state.mo.us), and Ms Tracy West in
Washington (360.357.2634 or sunset@hctc.com).

At the federal level we began to see the results of the 2002 government legislation
permitting government agencies to use appropriated funds to pay for examinations
to obtain professional certification credentials.  Two departments have issued pro-
fessional certification policies — the EPA’s IG office and the Defense Finance and
Accounting Service (DFAS) of the Department of Defense (both can be found on the
AGA website).

Each of us can make a difference - Do you have a colleague in the human resources
department of your division who can give you updates about revisions to job classi-
fications, or how to go about obtaining recognition for a certification?  Do you have
colleagues who are considering a job promotion or a change in jobs and want to
know what will place them above the rest of the applicants?  Do you use your CGFM
designation on your business cards and after your name on business letters?  All of
these small acts add up to gaining greater recognition for the CGFM!

Thank you for your continuing support of the CGFM Program.

Joan Schwartz
Deputy Executive Director, Professional Certification

AGA-Advancing Government Accountability
2208 Mount Vernon Ave

Alexandria, VA 22301-1314
703.684.6931.ex 311
Fax: 703.548.9367

jschwartz@agacgfm.org
http://www.agacgfm.orgTennessee County Services

Association
http://www.tncounties.org

National Update on the CGFM Program
by Joan Schwartz, CGFM National Coordinator
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For Reservations
Call the receptionist at 747-5201.

Visit the Nashville Area Chapter’s web site at http://www.nashvilleaga.org.

Officers

Jim Arnette, President
(615) 401-7837
Jim.Arnette@state.tn.us

Phil Carr, President-elect
(615) 862-6100
phil.carr@nashville.gov

Margaret Walker, Immediate Past
President
(615) 741-9803
Margaret.Walker@state.tn.us

Elaine Anderson, Secretary
(615) 253-2035
Elaine.S.Anderson@state.tn.us

Penny Austin, Treasurer
(615) 401-7838
Penny.Austin@state.tn.us

Two-year Directors
Ted Fellman, Finance Chair
(615) 741-1104
Ted.Fellman@state.tn.us

Tammy Farley, Community Services
Co-Chair
(615) 747-5221
Tammy.Farley@state.tn.us

Jennifer McClendon, Early Careers Chair
(615) 401-7897
Jennifer.McClendon@state.tn.us

Tommy Chester, Membership Co-Chair
(615) 532-7272
Thomas.W.Chester@state.tn.us

Leigh Anne Scheuerman
(615) 862-6100
leigh.scheuerman@nashville.gov

One-year Directors
Mason Ball, Education Chair
(615) 747-5287
Mason.Ball@state.tn.us

Karen Hale, Program Co-chair
(615) 401-7742
Karen.B.Hale@state.tn.us

Mitzi Martin
(615) 862-6100
mitzi.martin@nashville.gov

Ann Collett, Membership Chair
(615) 253-2159
Ann.Collett@state.tn.us

Michael Timme, Program Co-chair
(615) 532-8539
Michael.Timme@state.tn.us

Will Hancock, Newsletter Chair
(615) 747-5293
Will.Hancock@state.tn.us

Committee Chairs
David Sturtevant, Awards Chair
(615) 401-7851
David.Sturtevant@state.tn.us

Gerry Boaz, CGFM Co-chair
(615) 747-5262
Gerry.Boaz@state.tn.us

Rebecca Barr, CGFM Co-Chair
(615) 741-9761
Rebecca.Barr@state.tn.us

Dan Willis, Internet Co-Chair
(615) 747-5247
Daniel.Willis@state.tn.us

Julie Rogers, Meetings & Attendance
Co-Chair
(615) 747-5216
Julie.A.Rogers@state.tn.us

Clare Tucker, Meeting & Attendance
Co-Chair
(615) 747-5220
Clare.Tucker@state.tn.us

Beth Pugh, Community Service Co-Chair
(615) 532-8770
Beth.Pugh@state.tn.us


