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About the Nashville Chapter  
The National Association of Government Accountants (AGA) was established in 1950 and is dedicated to the 
enhancement of public financial management and advancing government accountability.  AGA serves the 
professional interest of individuals in local, state and federal governments by offering programs and services to 
forward its commitment to education and training, professional development, networking, publications and 
certification that recognize the unique skills of government financial managers.  

The Nashville Chapter of AGA is one of approximately 100 chapters across the country that promotes the 
organization’s goals by providing professional support, education and training to members while serving their 
communities through volunteer activities.  

The chapter was chartered on May 16, 1978 and serves the governmental financial community in Middle 
Tennessee and South-Central Kentucky.  The chapter is part of the Southeastern Regional governance structure.  

 

Vision  
AGA is the premier association for advancing government accountability.  

 

Mission  
The Nashville Chapter of the Association of Government Accountants fosters learning, certification, leadership, and 
collaboration for professionals and stakeholders committed to advancing government accountability.  

 

Values  
Accountability - Promoting and advancing accountability in government.   

Communication - Providing opportunities for members to learn and grow through education, meetings and 
networking events.  

Diversity - Respecting the ideas and perspectives of all members.  

Integrity - Fostering the highest professional standards of ethical conduct and behavior and exemplary services to 
all levels of government.  

Leadership - Providing experience to members to advance leadership roles in government.  

Service - Attending to the needs of our members, the governmental sector and the community  
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Chapter Executive Committee 
 
Officers 
 
Michael Winston, CGFM - President 
State of Tennessee 
Department of General Services 
Office of Financial Management 
Michael.Winston@tn.gov  
 
Jennifer Garoutte, CFE, CGFM, CFI - President-Elect 
State of Tennessee 
Comptroller of the Treasury 
Division of Investigations 
Jennifer.Garoutte@cot.tn.gov  
 
Britt Wood, CPA, CFE, CGFM, CISA, ACDA - Immediate Past President/Communications Chair 
State of Tennessee 
Comptroller of the Treasury 
Division of Local Government Audit 
Britt.Wood@cot.tn.gov   
 
Rachelle Cabading, CGFM, CFE - Secretary 
State of Tennessee 
Comptroller of the Treasury 
Division of Local Government Audit 
Rachelle.Cabading@cot.tn.gov   
 
Alexander Warns, CPA - Treasurer 
State of Tennessee 
Department of Finance and Administration 
Alexander.Warns@tn.gov  
 
Nichole Curtiss Crittenden, CGFM, CFE - Treasurer-Elect/ Bylaws/Procedures Chair 
State of Tennessee 
Comptroller of the Treasury 
Division of State Audit 
Nichole.Crittenden@cot.tn.gov  
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Chapter Executive Committee - Continued 
 
 
One Year Directors 
 
Katie Armstrong - Finance Co-Chair  
State of Tennessee 
Comptroller of the Treasury 
Division of Local Government Audit 
Katie.Armstrong@cot.tn.gov  
 
Veronica Coleman - Community Service  
State of Tennessee 
Department of Finance and Administration 
Veronica.I.Coleman@tn.gov  
 
Donna Jewell, CPA, CFE - Program Chair  
State of Tennessee 
Comptroller of the Treasury 
Division of State Audit 
Donna.Jewell@cot.tn.gov  
 
Jai Sawlani, CGFM - Finance Co-Chair  
State of Tennessee 
Department of Finance and Administration 
Jai.Sawlani@tn.gov  
 
Chase Tramel - Corporate Sponsorship  
State of Tennessee 
Comptroller of the Treasury 
Division of State Audit 
Chase.Tramel@cot.tn.gov  
 
 

Two Year Directors 
 
Melissa Boaz, CGFM, CPA, - Program Co-Chair  
State of Tennessee  
Comptroller of the Treasury 
Division of State Audit 
Melissa.Boaz@cot.tn.gov  
 
LoriAnn Davis, CPA - Early Career Chair  
State of Tennessee 
Department of Commerce and Insurance 
Financial Analysis 
LoriAnn.E.Davis@tn.gov  
 
Melissa Lahue, CPA, CGFM - Education Chair  
State of Tennessee 
Department of Finance and Administration 
Melissa.Lahue@tn.gov  
 
Mary Anne Queen, CGFM, CFE - Awards Chair 
State of Tennessee 
Comptroller of the Treasury 
Mary.Anne.Queen@cot.tn.gov  
 
Drew Sadler, CGFM - CGFM Chair  
State of Tennessee 
Comptroller of the Treasury 
Division of State Audit 
Drew.Sadler@cot.tn.gov  
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Monthly Chapter Meetings 
 
Chapter luncheon meetings were held at either the DoubleTree Hotel or the Tennessee Tower in downtown 
Nashville.  The average attendance at the luncheon meetings was 66 attendees.  The meeting dates, speakers, and 
topics were as follows: 
 
September 10, 2018 
Attendees: 78 
Location:   DoubleTree Hotel 
Speaker:  Daniel Porter, CFE 

State of Tennessee 
Comptroller of the Treasury 

Topic:  When you hear hoofbeats, it may be a Zebra 
 
October 8, 2018 
Attendees:  77 
Location  Doubletree Hotel 
Speaker:  Phil Wilson CPA, CFE, CCEP  

State of Tennessee 
Department of Health 

Topic: Understanding COSO Enterprise Risk identification and Responses in Layman’s Terms 
 
November 5, 2018 
Attendees: 64 
Location  Doubletree Hotel 
Speaker:  David Connor  

Tennessee County Services Association 
Topic:  Looking for R.O.I.:  Trends in Criminal Justice Reform 

 
December 10, 2018 
Attendees: 44 
Location  Doubletree Hotel 
Speaker:  Rebecca Hunter, CPA, CGFM  

State of Tennessee 
Topic:  Driving Performance Excellence in State Government 
 
January 7, 2019 
Attendees: 50 
Location  Doubletree Hotel 
Speaker:  Penny Austin, CGFM, CPA, CISA  

State of Tennessee 
Comptroller of the Treasury 

Topic:  Technology’s Impact on Accounting and Auditing 
 
February 4, 2019 
Attendees:  90 
Location  Doubletree Hotel 
Speaker:  Richard M. Baer 
  Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Topic:  White Collar Crime 
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Monthly Chapter Meetings - Continued 
 
March 11, 2019 
Attendees: 60 
Location  Tennessee Room of TN Tower 
Speaker:  Jerry Durham, CGFM, CPA, CFE 

State of Tennessee 
Comptroller of the Treasury 

Topic:  Why me? Why Internal Controls? 
 
April 1, 2019 
Attendees: 76 
Location  Doubletree Hotel 
Speaker:  Jamie Wayman, CPA, CEBS  

State of Tennessee  
Consolidated Retirement System 

Topic:  Funding of the Tennessee Consolidated Retirement System 
 
May 6, 2019 
Attendees: 55 
Location  Doubletree Hotel 
Topic:  Annual Chapter Awards 
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Education Events 
 
Certified Professional Education was offered or sponsored by the chapter throughout the year. A total of 45 CPE 
credits were provided.  The date, topic, and CPE credits were as follows: 
 
September 10, 2018 
Topic:   When you hear hoofbeats, it may be a Zebra 
Type:  Monthly Luncheon 
Attendees: 78 
CPE Hours: 1 
 
September 12, 2018 
Topic:   Communicating Effectively in an Evolving and Transitioning Workforce 
Type:  Web Conference 
Attendees: 61 
CPE Hours: 2 
 
October 8, 2018 
Topic:   Understanding COSO Enterprise Risk identification and Responses in Layman’s Terms 
Type:  Monthly Luncheon 
Attendees: 77 
CPE Hours: 1 
 
October 10, 2018 
Topic:   Leveraging IT to detect fraud, waste and abuse 
Type:  Web Conference 
Attendees: 72 
CPE Hours: 2 
 
November 5, 2018 
Topic:   Looking for R.O.I.:  Trends in Criminal Justice Reform 
Type:  Monthly Luncheon 
Attendees: 64 
CPE Hours: 1 
 
November 28, 2018 
Topic:   Escape the Blind Spot 
Type:  Web Conference 
Attendees: 70 
CPE Hours: 2 
 
December 5, 2018 
Topic:   Ensuring Effective Quality Management of the A-123 Program 
Type:  Web Conference 
Attendees: 42 
CPE Hours: 2 
 
December 10, 2018 
Topic:   Driving Performance Excellence in State Government 
Type:  Monthly Luncheon 
Attendees: 44 
CPE Hours: 1 
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Education Events - Continued 
 
January 7, 2019 
Topic:   Technology’s Impact on Accounting and Auditing 
Type:  Monthly Luncheon 
Attendees: 50 
CPE Hours: 1 
 
January 9, 2019 
Topic:   Various Government and Auditing Topics 
Type:  Winter Seminar 
Attendees: 201 
CPE Hours: 8 
 
January 10, 2019 
Topic:   Various Government and Auditing Topics 
Type:  Winter Seminar 
Attendees: 201 
CPE Hours: 8 
 
February 4, 2019 
Topic:   White Collar Crime 
Type:  Monthly Luncheon 
Attendees: 90 
CPE Hours: 1 
 
February 6, 2019 
Topic:   GASB Update 
Type:  Web Conference 
Attendees: 57 
CPE Hours: 2 
 
March 6, 2019 
Topic:   Updates to the New Tax Reform 
Type:  Web Conference 
Attendees: 50 (Estimated) 
CPE Hours: 2 
 
March 11, 2019 
Topic:   Why me? Why Internal Controls? 
Type:  Monthly Luncheon 
Attendees: 60 
CPE Hours: 1 
 
March 27, 2019 
Topic:   Protecting and Utilizing Government Data 
Type:  Web Conference 
Attendees: 60 (Estimated) 
CPE Hours: 2 
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Education Events - Continued 
 
April 22, 2019 
Topic:   Techniques for Combating Fraud 
Type:  Spring Breakfast 
Attendees: 81 
CPE Hours: 2 
 
April 24, 2019 
Topic:   DATA Act 
Type:  Web Conference 
Attendees: 75 (Estimated) 
CPE Hours: 2 
 
May 15, 2019 
Topic:   Fighting Fraud with Analytics 
Type:  Web Conference 
Attendees: 75 (Estimated) 
CPE Hours: 2 
 
June 12, 2019 
Topic:   Leadership 
Type:  Web Conference 
Attendees: 75 (Estimated) 
CPE Hours: 2 
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Certified Government Financial Manager (CGFM) Program 
 
During March 18th-20th, Nashville AGA celebrated 25 years of CGFM by hosting 25 participants in a CGFM Exam 2 
review course.  Course participants were taught by an AGA National instructor and earned 24 hours of CPE in the 
process. 
 
 

 
 
Over the course of the AGA year, the following members obtained their CGFM designation: 

Connie Calloway 
Henry Ho 
Kimberly A. Williams 
 
Finally, March 2019 was designated “Certified Government Financial Manager Month” as resolved by the Senate of 
the One Hundred Eleventh General Assembly of the State of Tennessee; the House of Representatives concurred. 
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Communications 
 

Nashville Notes – Ten issues of the chapter newsletter were published for the 2018-2019 year.  

Website – The chapter maintained a website at https://www.agacgfm.org/Chapters/Nashville/Home that was 
updated regularly throughout the year.  

Listserv – Much of the information communicated to members throughout the year was through the chapter’s 
listserv.  

Citizen Centric Report – The chapter communicated detailed chapter information from the prior year through a 
“visually appealing, clear, and understandable document”.  The full CCR can be viewed on the Nashville Chapter 
website. – March newsletter 

 

  

https://www.agacgfm.org/Chapters/Nashville/Home
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Community Service Activities 
 
2018-2019 School Year 
For the 18th consecutive year, the chapter partnered with Alex Green Elementary School through the Project 
PENCIL Foundation.  The PENCIL Foundation has a purpose to encourage academic achievement, provide a safety 
net for at-risk youth, promote career success for students and parents, and to build positive relationships between 
children and caring adults in the schools.  Through this partnership, the chapter enriched the educational 
experiences of students and assisted faculty throughout the school year via school supply donations, monetary 
contributions, and member involvement in school activities. 
 
October 2018 
AGA Nashville volunteers served dinner and collected necessity items for donation to the Nashville Rescue Mission.  
Their mission statement is “Providing hope for today, hope for tomorrow, and hope for eternity to the hungry, 
homeless, and hurting.” 
 
November 2018 
The chapter collected donations for Mending Hearts, an organization that converted “dope houses” to “hope 
houses” in a Nashville neighborhood and benefits women with addiction recovery and mental health treatment 
programs, training in practical life and social skills, job training and counseling, and assistance in assimilating back 
into families and constructive relationships. 
 
December 2018 
AGA Nashville partnered with Samaritan Ministries in the Coats, Hats, Gloves, Socks, and Underwear Drive to 
collect donations and distribute to those in the Nashville community who need them. This is the eighth year that 
AGA-Nashville has donated to the Samaritan Ministries. 
 
January 2019 
The chapter collected donations for the Martha O’Bryan Center.  The center empowers children, youth, and adults 
in poverty to transform their lives through work, education, employment and fellowship. 
 
February 2019 
The Nashville Chapter of AGA volunteered at the Second Harvest Food Bank. Second Harvest’s mission is to feed 
hungry people and work to solve hunger issues in our community.  Our Chapter members sorted 5,918 pounds of 
food thereby providing 4,932 meals to Tennesseans in need  
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Community Service Activities - Continued 
 
 
March 2019 
On March 7, 2019, AGA community service volunteers manned the phone bank for the Nashville Public Television 
spring membership drive.  We took pledges during Michael Bublé and Blenko Glass performances and in the 
process raised $5,966 for NPT. 
 

 
 
 
April 2019 
The Nashville AGA Chapter volunteered at the 2019 St Jude Rock and Roll Marathon held on Saturday April 27, 
2019.  Volunteers passed out water and Gatorade to runners while cheering them on. 
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Special Chapter Events 
 
Chapter 40th Anniversary 
The Nashville chapter celebrated our 40-year anniversary, since establishment, with “A Night Under the Stars.”  
The event took place at the Adventure Science Center and featured Presidents and members throughout our 
Chapter’s history.  
 
 

           
 
 

 
 
 
 
Chapter Fundraising 
AGA members volunteered to serve concessions at the September 30th and November 11th Tennessee Titans 
games as a fundraiser for our chapter.  As a result, we raised $3,027.81 while enjoying football, food, and friends.  
Go Titans Go! 
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Special Chapter Events - Continued 
 
Spring Social 
On April 12, 2019, the Nashville AGA Chapter hosted our annual spring social by turning back the clock to a decade 
defined by hairspray and heavy metal.  Chapter members and guests gathered at the Tennessee Performing Arts 
Center and watched the Broadway hit, “Rock of Ages.”  Neon legwarmers were plentiful, and rock was all we 
needed! 
 

 

 
 

 

Early Career Social 
On May 18, 2019, Early Career members gathered at the steps of the Parthenon in downtown Nashville’s 
Centennial park for a social.  Members visited with each other, enjoyed a picnic, and listened to live music.  
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Chapter Recognition, Participation, and Awards 
 
2019 PDT Chapter Recognition 
The chapter received the Platinum Chapter Designation, the highest recognition level in the Chapter Recognition 
Program sponsored by the National Office. 
 
The chapter received the “Chapter Growth Award” 
 
The Nashville chapter received the “Chapter Website Award” 
 
The chapter received the “Chapter Newsletter Award” 
 
The chapter received the “Chapter Education Award” 
 
Jerry E. Durham received the “Educator Award”  
 
Penny Austin received the “Regional Vice President Award” 
 
 

              
 

 
 

AGA National Participation by Chapter Members 

Jim Arnette 

Deborah Loveless 

Penny Austin 
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Chapter Recognition, Participation, and Awards - Continued 
 

Nashville Chapter Member Awards 

Community Service Award: Jai Sawlani, Mary Anne Queen, and Pamela Marks 

Member Recruitment:  Drew Sadler 

Newsletter Articles:  Mary Lou Goins and Gerry Boaz 

Volunteer of the Year:  Mary Anne Queen 
 
Member of the Year:  Melissa Lahue 

President Award:   Drew Sadler 

 
National Individual Awards 
Mike Corricelli, Tennessee’s Chief of Accounts, was awarded the AGA’s 2019 William R. Snodgrass Distinguished 
Leadership Award at the AGA National Leadership Training in Washington, D.C. 
 
 

 

 
 
Retiree Recognition 
During the AGA year, the following employees retired: 
 
Dean Agouridis 
 
Ed Burr 
 
Iris Haby 
 
Karen Hale 
 
David Sturtevant 
 
Clare Tucker   
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Chapter Recognition, Participation, and Awards - Continued 
 

Chapter Scholarships 

The Nashville Chapter awarded a total of 4 scholarships for $1,000 each.   

The William R. Snodgrass Scholarship, named for his astounding contribution to the accounting and auditing 
profession, is awarded to middle or west Tennessee, southern Kentucky, or northern Alabama high school seniors 
or college students with a business-related major such as accounting, economics, finance, information systems, 
management or marketing.  The recipients of the William R. Snodgrass Business Scholarships for 2019 were: 

Rebekah Martin 

James Camp 
 

The Fawn W. Ellis Scholarship, named posthumously for a state audit employee, is awarded to an AGA Nashville 
chapter member, member’s spouse, or member’s children or grandchildren.  The recipients of the Fawn W. Ellis 
Scholarship for 2019 were: 

 Tamara Yarbrough 

 Joshua Rogers 
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Chapter Members That Served on Committees 
 
Accountability Outreach 
Gerry Boaz 
Jerry Durham 
 
Awards 
Drew Hawkins 
Mary Anne Queen 
Kelly Ames 
 
CGFM 
Nichole Crittenden 
Drew Sadler 
Katie Armstrong 
Rachelle Cabading 
 
Community Service 
Keevia Battle 
Kilolo Dunmore 
Scarlet Sneed 
Veronica Coleman 
 
Corporate Sponsorship 
Chase Tramel 
Michael Winston 
Rachelle Cabading 
 
Early Careers 
LoriAnn Davis 
 
Education 
Melissa Lahue 
Pamela Marks 
Scarlet Sneed 
Mason Ball 
Sandra Brown 
Laura Cowan 
Rachelle Cabading 
Tammy Fruscione 
Mitzi Martin 
Beth Pugh 
Kay Wilson 
 
Finance 
Nichole Crittenden 
Brittany Pressley 
Katie Armstrong 
Jeff Bailey 
Sandra Brown 

John O.  Lee 
Jai Sawlani 
 
Meetings and Attendance 
Melvin Jones, Jr. 
Scarlet Sneed 
Bridget Carver 
Michael Deloach 
John Dunne 
 
Membership 
Bridget Carver 
 
Newsletter 
Britt Wood 
 
Officers or Directors 
Jennifer Garoutte 
Alexander Warns 
Michael Winston 
Britt Wood 
Rachelle Cabading 
LoriAnn Davis 
Melissa Lahue 
Mary Anne Queen 
Chase Tramel 
Drew Sadler 
Donna Jewell 
Katie Armstrong 
Melissa Boaz 
Veronica Coleman 
Jai Sawlani 
 
Program 
Nichole Crittenden 
Scarlet Sneed 
Michael Winston 
Donna Jewell 
Katie Armstrong 
Angela McElrath-Prosser 
Melissa Boaz 
Rachelle Cabading 
 
Website 
Chase Tramel 
Dan Willis 
Nathan Abbott 
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Membership 
 
The chapter had 313 members at the end of the membership year, June 30th, 2019.  
 
Members joining in 2018-2019: 
 
Stephanie Belcher 
Teresa Breeden 
Innocent Dargbey 
John Dunn 
Kelly Armes 
Mobin Bhatti 
Tabitha Pratt 
Kimberly Green 
Kay Morgan 
Vidyavathi Bhupathiraju 
Dennis Blackmon 
Lakeisha Davis 
Angela Stricklin 
Jonathan Van Dyke 
Jeffery Kelly 
Jaclyn Clute 
Kimberly Forsee 
John Kennelly 
Tameka Russell 
Nathan Wilson 
Sonja Yarbrough 

Reba Carleton 
Kelly Cochran 
Tammy Fields 
Nekesha Joy 
Eric Levan 
Rachael Mathis 
Chrisvonta Smith 
Joann Stewart 
Mark White 
Erica Bradshaw 
Chare Gallimore 
Meagan Hinton 
Amanda Lockhart 
Greg Spradley 
Amber Velotta 
Jeffrey Lankford 
Sharron Waugh 
Jama Tosha 
Kelsey Gregory 
Cassie Wheeler 

 
  



AGA Nashville Chapter Annual History Report 
 

  

Financial Information 
 
Income Statement 

Over the course of our fiscal year (7/1/2018 - 6/30/2019), the Chapter had net income of $8,080.60. 
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Financial Information - Continued 

  



AGA Nashville Chapter Annual History Report 
 

  

Financial Information - Continued 
 
Balance Sheet 
 
As of 6/30/2019, the Chapter had total assets of $68,351.67. 
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Relations with other Professional Societies 
 
During the February 2019 monthly luncheon, a joint meeting was held with the Middle Tennessee Chapter of the 
Association of Fraud Examiners  

 
 
 
 
 

Contact Us  
 
Website 
https://www.agacgfm.org/Chapters/Nashville/Home 
 
Email  
chapterweb@nashvilleaga.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://www.agacgfm.org/Chapters/Nashville/Home
mailto:chapterweb@nashvilleaga.org
https://www.agacgfm.org/Chapters/Nashville-Chapter/Home.aspx
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